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State Review of Oil & Natural Gas Environment Requlations




Stakeholder Workgroup to Develop Guidelines for

State Regulation of 

Hydraulic Fracturing

BACKGROUND 
The practice of completing oil and gas wells through hydraulic fracturing has received growing public attention in recent years, especially as it has evolved into a key technology in the development of the nation’s unconventional oil and gas resources, including coal-bed methane and shale gas.  Members of Congress and others have raised questions about the appropriate method for regulating hydraulic fracturing to protect public health and the environment.  Among the issues that have surfaced in the current debate are:

· the availability of information on the chemicals used in fracturing fluids;
· the permitting and monitoring processes used to regulate hydraulic fracturing operations;
· the measures taken to ensure that these operations do not contaminate ground water, surface soil and water resources, or air;
· the proper management of fracturing fluids brought back to the surface; and 
· the availability and use of water supplies for fracturing operations.
The state review process, with its demonstrated success in bringing stakeholders together to work through complex and often controversial regulatory issues, is ideally suited to assist the states in addressing many of the hydraulic fracturing issues. To provide this assistance, STRONGER has convened a workgroup of representatives from state regulatory programs, the oil and gas industry, and environmental organizations.  
WORKGROUP CHARGE
STRONGER has charged the workgroup with four basic tasks:  (1) educate itself on the practice and regulation of hydraulic fracturing; (2) identify and clarify the regulatory issues surrounding hydraulic fracturing; (3) evaluate which issues may be appropriately addressed through guidelines for state oil and gas environmental regulatory programs; and (4) draft state review guidelines on hydraulic fracturing for consideration by the STRONGER Board.  The workgroup will complete these tasks with guidance and support from the STRONGER Board.  Each member of the workgroup will receive and must agree to follow the STRONGER Rules of Participation in the Guidelines Development Process.

The workgroup will provide an initial draft of the guidelines to the STRONGER Board by October 30, 2009.  After review of this draft by the STRONGER Board, the workgroup in conjunction with the STRONGER Board will circulate the draft for public comment.  Following a thirty-day public comment period, the workgroup will consider all comments received and modify the draft guidelines as appropriate.  The workgroup will then submit its final draft of the guidelines to the STRONGER Board no later than January 15, 2010.  Upon approval by the STRONGER Board, the guidelines will be submitted to IOGCC and its member states for consideration and will be available for use in voluntary stakeholder reviews of state oil and gas regulatory programs.
CONTACT INFORMATION 
For additional information concerning the state review process or the hydraulic fracturing workgroup, visit our web site at www.stronger.org, or call or email Mike Nickolaus at 405-516-4972, mnickolaus@gwpc.org.




































































































































