STRONGER Board Meeting

Minutes

Austin, TX
October 18, 2006

Call to Order – 

Those present included 
Lori Wrotenbery, Oklahoma Corporation Commission, Chair, State
Jim Collins, JWC Consulting, Vice-Chair, Industry
Wilma Subra, Subra Company, Secretary/Treasurer, Environmental
Leslie Savage, Texas Railroad Commission, State
Tom Stewart, Ohio Oil & Gas Association, Industry
Robert Sandilos, Chevron, Industry
Hal Fitch, Michigan Geologic Survey, State
Don Garvin, Trout Unlimited, Environmental
Kathy Martin, Environmental
Bill Hochheiser, U.S. Department of Energy

Mark Carl, Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission

Mike Paque, Ground Water Protection Council

Dan Yates, Ground Water Protection Council

Approval of Minutes – 
There was a motion offered by Don Garvin and a second by Kathy Martin to approve the September minutes.  The Board offered several changes to the minutes and the motion was passed as amended.
Review of action items. – The Board expressed the need for notification and approval before state review publication press releases are sent out.  There was some concern that the recent press release did not provide a balanced report of the Kentucky review.  The Board discussed the past development of a sample press release that has not been used for recent reviews including Oklahoma.
Don Garvin stated that given the opportunity he would not have approved the press release as it was released because it was not balanced.  There was further discussion that a press release template existed that had not been used for the past two reviews but should be used in the future for post review press releases.

ACTION ITEM – Bob Sandilos, Don Garvin, and Leslie Savage volunteered to review the press release template and provide any comments or updates.
ACTION ITEM – Wilma Subra asked that the Kentucky report publication press release be sent to Jim Bruggers of the Louisville Courier Journal.
New York – Lori Wrotenbery reported that Brad Field (New York Department Of Environmental Conservation) stated that New York would not have staff time in the foreseeable future to do a STRONGER Review.

Mississippi - Several board members talked to Lisa Ivshin (Mississippi Oil and Gas Board) about a STRONGER review.  Ivshin is planning on informing her Oil and Gas Board about the benefits of a review.  
ACTION ITEM - Mike Paque is planning a trip to Mississippi in December (12-20-06) possibly accompanied by Leslie Savage.  Lori Wrotenbery will follow-up by phone.
Alaska – The Commission has stated that it will need to wait for some time and needs to be more educated on the process.  They also said that they have concerns with some of the recommendations from the report from the initial Alaska review.
Nevada – Mike Paque is continuing talks with the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection about a state review.
Kansas – Mike Paque, Bill Bryson (Kansas Geologic Survey) and Lori Wrotenbery will visit M.L. Korphage at the Kansas Corporation Commission to discuss the possibility of a follow-up review (October 25th). 

Arkansas – Larry Bengal (Arkansas Oil & Gas Commission) would entertain the idea of a review, but would require some legislative changes before a review would be possible.
Contingency Planning – 

ACTION ITEM – Staff will make changes to chart on progress documented through follow-up state reviews and email to board.
ACTION ITEM – Mark Carl (IOGCC) will send a state review committee chart to staff.
ACTION ITEM – Bill Hochheiser will check on the barrel to MCS conversion factor and email to the Board.
The board discussed the decision of the IOGCC review committee to postpone a vote on the updated guidelines to allow for more states to comment and possibly reach a mediated decision.  Several board members offered information about why some states were reluctant to approve the updated guidelines which may include items outside their jurisdictional authority.  Other states are in favor of the changes if the updates fall within their regulatory purview.

2006 Stronger Work Plan and Budget –  
ACTION ITEM – The Board will review and adopt a work plan and budget for 2007 at their December meeting in Oklahoma City.
STRONGER Accounting and Procurement Manual -

ACTION ITEM – Dan Yates and Lori Wrotenbery worked on the manual and staff will update the manual and present revisions at the December meeting including updates to the Treasurer’s responsibilities and structure for the competitive bidding / procurement processes.
Guidelines Revisions –
As reported from the IOGCC conference, changes to the guidelines have been tabled for further review and consensus building among states.
Items from the IOGCC Conference

Leslie Savage’s board term will end in December.  The state review committee selected Rick Bender (KY) as the new state rep to fill that position.
Other items – 

ACTION ITEM - Representatives from the GWPC Executive Committee will join STRONGER in December in Oklahoma City to discuss the application of a STRONGER-like process for other environmental programs.

ACTION ITEM – A small group led by Don Garvin will review the document outlining public participation in state reviews and offer comments to the Board.
Adjournment – On motion and second, the meeting was adjourned at 2:20.
PAGE  
 

Page 3

