Minutes
STRONGER Board Conference Call
January 22, 2009
Call to Order  and Roll Call–  9:00 AM

*Hal Fitch, Michigan Geological Survey, Chair, State

*Bob Sandilos, Chevron, Vice-chair, Industry 

*Kathy Martin, Sierra Club, Secretary/ Treasurer, Environmental,

*Wilma Subra, Subra Company, Environmental

Jim Collins, JWC Consulting, Industry

*Tom Stewart, Ohio Oil & Gas Association, Industry
Lori Wrotenbery, Oklahoma Oil and Gas Conservation Division, State

*Donald Garvin, Trout Unlimited, Environmental

Tricia Beaver, Colorado Oil and Gas Commission, State

Rick Simmers, Ohio Division of Oil and Gas, State Review Chair

*Nancy Johnson, USDOE

Gerry Baker, IOGCC

Steve Souders, USEPA

*Bonnie Robinson, USEPA

James Sims, BLM

*Jim Erb, Consultant

*Mike Paque, GWPC

*Mike Nickolaus, Staff

* Denotes member present

1. Discussion and approval of December 18, 2008 minutes– Kathy Martin moved approval, Tom Stewart seconded, Approved
2. Status of State Reviews and Scheduling – 
· Mississippi –Update regarding call with industry representative (Bob Sandilos) No additional developments at this time.  Contact later in 2009 
· Colorado –  Awaiting implementation of rules before re-approach 
· Wyoming –Awaiting retirement of Don Likwartz per suggestion at October board meeting.  
· Kansas – Update on possible trip to discuss review with Doug Louis (Lori Wrotenbery)
· Other – Progress report on acquisition of additional states for review.  Additional states were discussed including:

· Alaska –
· Alabama – 

· Arkansas –  Update regarding discussions between Theresa Marks of the Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) and Larry Bengal  (Tom Stewart)  No further updates
3. 2008 Board Meetings Schedule –  Conference call and meeting schedule for 2009 (Note:  All calls held at 9 AM central time unless otherwise indicated)
January 22

February 26

March 26

April 23

May 28

June 25

July 16
August 27

September 24

October 21-22 (Annual meeting)

November 19

December 17

4. Critical Issues –
· Update on development of the two part report to include a summary of the STRONGER process and an analysis of past reviews and their effectiveness (Jim Erb)  Jim Erb reports that he has re-drafted the summary based on existing document.  Currently the report is 8 pages.  He has also gone through the reports of the review and counted up the recommendation and responses from follow-up reviews.  He has also completed a rough draft of a letter from STRONGER to the states with a history and asking for their participation in the updated report. 
· Discussion regarding replacement for Tricia Beaver.  Hal Fitch said he and Lori Wrotenbery would contact Rick Simmers about this issue.  
· Discussion of targeted reviews of state programs based on state needs and possibility of electronic reviews (See discussion from November 21 minutes for details, deferred from December call) Jim Erb believes this was designed to offer reviews of specific state program elements and a non-site based review process.  Hal Fitch asked if STRONGER wanted to make a recommendation on this to the state review committee.  Don Garvin said this needed further discussion and Bob Sandilos asked this item be placed on the next agenda for a more fleshed out discussion.
· Discussion about the hydraulic fracturing workgroup (Wilma Subra) Awaiting state and industry designees to the workgroup.  Bob Sandilos asked who environmental members would be (Bruce Baizel of OGAP, Elizabeth Macklin, Trout Unlimited and Wilma Subra, Subra Company).  Bob Sandilos said API and industry would like GWPC staff / member to be involved as members of the workgroup through its divisions and Dan Arthur of Arthur, Langhus and Layne (ALL, LLC) and an industry person with a background in industrial hygiene/ chemistry/ toxicology etc…  Stephanie Meadows of API is currently searching for an appropriate person in this category.  Kathy Martin asked how many members the workgroup would have.  Wilma Subra said the number was 9, 3 from each stakeholder group.  Don Garvin said he told Elizabeth Macklin that this workgroup would be moving forward soon and if that is not the case her participation may not be possible.
· Update on possible group conference calls and board member visits with states like Alaska and North Dakota regarding their concerns (See discussion from October meeting minutes for details, Deferred from December call).  Wilma Subra asked if something on this topic could be incorporated into the IOGCC Anchorage meeting.  Hal Fitch said STRONGER could make a more formal effort in this regard.  Don Garvin believes STRONGER board member participation by various stakeholders at the IOGCC meeting is beneficial and would help with the discussion of this item.  Hal Fitch agreed but said a forum for discussion would need to be created.  Don Garvin agreed but thought informal discussion would also be beneficial.  Hal Fitch suggested that an environmental stakeholder representative give a presentation at the May meeting in Anchorage.  Kathy Martin said she was considering attending this IOGCC meeting and suggested the possibility of doing a display.  Don Garvin suggested that multiple board members from all stakeholder groups could staff the display.  Kathy Martin suggested that she, Don Garvin and Wilma Subra discuss this further.  
(Executive Session)
Financials Updates:  December report
Adjournment – 
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