Minutes
STRONGER Board Conference Call
January 24, 2008
Call to Order  and Roll Call–  8:30 AM
Board present:

Wilma Subra, Subra Company, STRONGER Chair, Environmental

Hal Fitch, Michigan Geological Survey, STRONGER Vice-Chair, State 

Robert Sandilos, Chevron, STRONGER Secretary/ Treasurer, Industry

Jim Collins, JWC Consulting, Industry

Tom Stewart, Ohio Oil & Gas Association, Industry
Kathy Martin, Sierra Club, Environmental

Rick Bender, Formerly with Kentucky Division of Oil and Gas Conservation, State

Staff/ Observers present:

Gerry Baker, IOGCC

Mike Nickolaus, Ground Water Protection Council

Bonnie Robinson, USEPA
Wilma Subra declared a quorum of board members present.

1. Discussion and approval of December 13 minutes–

Wilma Subra asked if there were any corrections to the minutes.  Hearing none Hal Fitch moved approval, seconded, approved.
2. Status of State Reviews and Scheduling – 
· Mississippi –Mike Paque was unavailable for the call and could not provide an update regarding a contact with Lisa Ivshin.   Tom Stewart said he had not contacted Joe Sims
· Colorado –Although Lori Wrotenbery was unavailable for the call she told Mike Nickolaus in a prior conversation that she had left a message for Tricia Beaver and would call back.
· Wyoming –Tom Stewart said he had not yet contacted Dave Searle
· Kansas –This contact was not assigned to anyone but Lori Wrotenbery has indicated she would make the contact with Doug Louis.
· Other – Progress report on acquisition of additional states for review.  Additional states were discussed including:

· Alaska – Mike Paque has not yet contacted Dan Seamount and a letter  to John Norman has not yet been drafted  

· Alabama – Mike Paque has not yet contacted Dave Bolin
· Arkansas – Lori Wrotenbery has not yet talked with Larry Bengal
3. 2008 Board Meetings Schedule –  
(All meetings are conference calls at 9:00 am Central time unless otherwise noted)

March 27

April 24

May 22

June 26

July 24

August 28

September 25

October 23

November 18-19 (Annual Board meeting in conjunction with IOGCC Meeting in Santa Fe, New Mexico).  Hal Fitch asked which date this meeting would be held.  He noted the IOGCC meeting should end mid day on the 18th and the STRONGER meeting could be held the afternoon of the 18th and all day on the 19th. 
December 18

4. Critical Issues –
· Review of meeting between Wilma Subra, Bob Sandilos, Lori Wrotenbery, Mike Paque and Steve Heare of EPA
Wilma Subra said a good briefing was given to Steve Heare.  Part of the discussion centered around CO2 geosequestration and STRONGER is considering the possibility of a state review centered around geosequestration.  
· Status of proposed Guidelines

Further action on guidelines still on hold

· Update on status of Rick Simmers appointment on State Review Committee

No further update on appointment status.  Gerry Baker said he would follow up on this.
· Replacement of Rick Bender on STRONGER Board (Status of discussion with Rick Simmers)
Awaiting confirmation of Rick Simmers appointment to the State Review Committee.
· Discussion of contacts with environmental groups

Wilma Subra stated she had contacted the Oil and Gas Accountability Project (OGAP) and a meeting is scheduled in Durango Colorado April 7-8 to discuss hydraulic fracturing issue and Washington D.C. contacts.  Wilma Subra, Tom Stewart, Lori Wrotenbery and Mike Paque will attend for STRONGER.
· Discussion of general session IOGCC presentation

Gerry Baker said the Host Committee needs to be consulted about the possibility of a presentation.  In addition we need to await the hiring of a new Executive Director.  Gerry Baker suggested STRONGER prepare a presentation about the process and Tom Stewart indicated he thought Jim Erb had already done this.   

· Discussion of and updates to  task list
5. (Executive Session)  
Financials Updates:  
· Discussion of appropriations progress/ status for 2009 funding
· Discussion of current financials
· Discussion of proposed budget for 2008 (Bob Sandilos)
6. Adjournment – 
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