Minutes
STRONGER Board Meeting

Teleconference

October 19, 2007
Call to Order –
Chair, Jim Collins called the meeting to order and Mike Nickolaus called the roll.  The following board members were present.
Jim Collins, J.W. Consulting, Chair, Industry

Hal Fitch, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, Secretary/ Treasurer, State

Tom Stewart, Ohio Oil & Gas Association, Industry

Lori Wrotenbery, Oklahoma Corporation Commission, State
Don Garvin, Trout Unlimited, Environmental

Bill Hochheiser, USDOE

Gerry Baker, IOGCC

Mike Paque, Staff

Mike Nickolaus, Staff

1. Discussion and approval of September 14 minutes–  Lori Wrotenbery moved and Tom Stewart seconded approval of minutes.  Approved.
2. Status of State Reviews and Scheduling – 
· Mississippi – Lori Wrotenbery noted she had spoken with the Mississippi Oil and Gas Director, Lisa Ivshin at the IOGCC meeting in New Orleans and Ms. Ivshin said that while Mississippi could not undertake a review this year due to other obligations, the possibility existed that a review in 2008 was possible.
· Colorado –  Lori Wrotenbery also spoke with Brian Macke, Director of the Colorado Division of Oil and Gas about a review and Mr. Macke said that they could not consider a review at this time because the division was currently in the process of re-writing their rules.  Although he did not agree to a future review he left open the possibility. 
· Tennessee – Update on report distribution, press release:  The printed report was distributed to the Board, State Review Committee, Official IOGCC Representatives, State Oil and Gas Directors, DOE, EPA and API as specified in the STRONGER Administrative Manual.  A press release was sent out by 20 Hats via the Business Wire and was picked up by multiple outlets including newspapers in Knoxville and Nashville.
· Alaska- Mike Paque stated he had spoken with Alaska Oil and Gas Commissioner Cathy Foerster and that she encouraged him to have a follow-up discussion with her concerning the possibility of a review.  Jim Collins suggested it might be helpful to include a discussion about the boundaries of an Alaska review during the follow-up.

· Wyoming- Lori Wrotenbery said F. David Searle of Marathon had spoken with Don Likwartz, Director of the Wyoming Oil and Gas Division about using the state review process to address recent issues in Wyoming.  Lori Wrotenbery suggested an industry member of the board contact Mr. Searle to follow-up on this issue and Tom Stewart volunteered to make this contact.

· Kansas- Lori Wrotenbery said she had also spoken with the new Oil and Gas Director of Kansas, Doug Lewis and would have a follow-up discussion with him about the possibility of a Kansas review.

· Other – 
3. 2007 Board Meetings – 
(All meetings are conference calls at 9:00 am Central time unless otherwise noted)
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November 9

December 13-14 Annual Meeting:  Discussion of timing and location-  Jim Collins noted the GWPC offer to host the meeting in conjunction with its January UIC Conference in New Orleans during the week of January 14th and asked if any board members would have problems attending at that time.  Don Garvin noted that the West Virginia legislature would be in session during that period and he would be unable to attend.  Jim Collins then suggested the meeting still be held in south Louisiana but that it remain on the currently scheduled dates of December 13-14.  Staff was asked to investigate the logistics of holding the meeting in the town of Houma, LA, south of New Orleans during those dates and to report back to the board during the November 9th conference call; at which time the board would decide on the meeting location and dates.  Staff was asked to solicit agenda items from the Board via a follow-up e-mail and prepare a list for discussion on the November 9th call.
Discussion of board schedule for 2008-  Jim Collins asked staff to prepare a tentative schedule for the 2008 board meeting schedule and distribute to the board prior to the November 9th conference call.
4. Other Items – 
· Election of officers at IOGCC meeting:  Lori Wrotenbery said that she had been re-elected to another term on the STRONGER Board and that Richard Simmers, Ohio DNR had been nominated to chair the State Review Committee of the IOGCC subject to appointment by Governor Palin of Alaska.
· Discussion about posting of Tom Stewart’s remarks from IOGCC meeting.  Mike Nickolaus asked if we should post Tom Stewarts remarks on the STRONGER website and if further distribution to others might be worthwhile.  The Board agreed this would be a good idea. Tom Stewart will work with staff to come up with a clean document that can be used for this purpose.
5. Financials Update:  (Executive Session)
· Discussion of current financials.
· Progress on appropriations (Mike Paque).  .
· Addition of interest bearing account.
6. Adjournment –  Don Garvin moved and Hal Fitch seconded motion for adjournment. Adjourned
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