Minutes
STRONGER Board Meeting

Teleconference

November 15, 2007
Call to Order –
Chair Jim Collins called the meeting to order and Mike Nickolaus called the role.  The following board members were present:

Jim Collins, J.W. Consulting, Chair, Industry

Wilma Subra, Subra Company, Vice-Chair, Environmental

Hal Fitch, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, Secretary/ Treasurer, State

Tom Stewart, Ohio Oil & Gas Association, Industry
Kathy Martin, Sierra Club, Environmental
Don Garvin, Trout Unlimited, Environmental

Rick Bender, Kentucky Division of Oil and Gas, State

Gerry Baker, IOGCC

Jim Erb

Mike Nickolaus, Staff

1. Discussion and approval of October 19 minutes–  Don Garvin has an edit under item 2.  Change last phrase to read “Due to other obligations, the possibility for review existed in 2008”.  Don Garvin moved approval as amended, Hal Fitch second, Approved.
2. Status of State Reviews and Scheduling – 
· Mississippi –
· Colorado –
· Wyoming –Follow-up on contact noted in October 19th minutes (Tom Stewart) No new information
· Kansas – Follow-up on contact noted in October 19th minutes (Lori Wrotenbery) No new information
· Other – 
3. Critical Issues –
Congressional discussions regarding RCRA Subtitle C exemption (Tom Stewart). - Tom Stewart led a discussion concerning a current congressional interest in the RCRA Subtitle C Exemption for oil and gas E&P waste.  TS said a whole series of events have occurred representing an opportunity for STRONGER including the change at IOGCC.  We should sit down with Gerry Baker to talk about a new and healthier relationship between STRONGER and IOGCC.  To that end we should refocus on changing the meeting location to OKC to allow Gerry Baker to attend.  TS said while everyone has said for years there was nothing to worry about regarding the exemption, a recent Henry Waxman hearing raised the issue of the exemption.  Testimony by NRDC, Trout Unlimited, OGAP and others said nobody was doing anything about this issue.  TS said a report published by NRDC was factually incorrect.  TS said the report was available on the NRDC and OGAP websites.  IOGCC was notified about 4 days before the hearing.  TS states this activity indicates the RCRA exemption is more in jeopardy than people believe and this makes STRONGER more relevant than ever.  Wilma asked if TS was proposing STRONGER do something to counteract the hearing.  TS said no, he was saying STRONGER’s role had not been considered in the hearings.  Don Garvin asked for some links to information about the hearings.  Gerry Baker will send the links to Mike Nickolaus and he will forward to the Board.  Wilma asked if we want a meeting before the annual meeting.  Jim Collins suggested we use the annual meeting and hold it in OKC to address this issue.  Don Garvin said he had no indications that Trout Unlimited had any concerns about the waste exemption.  TS asked if Gerry Baker would sit down with Board at the annual meeting if it were held in OKC.  Gerry Baker  said December 13-14 works.  Jim Erb suggested including the State Review Committee Chair, (Rick Simmers) in the meeting.  Jim Collins asked if TS had any particular goals for the meeting.  TS said he needed to couch his thoughts in the framework of an agenda.  Gerry Baker asked if TS could discuss this with him in advance and TS agreed.  TS said we need to recreate the environment of the early 1990s with regard to the sense of urgency for the state review process.  Jim Collins asked that Jim Erb attend the annual meeting to provide his knowledge.  Kathy Martin moved to pay Jim Erb's expenses and time, Rick Bender second, Approved.  Wilma Subra asked if IOGCC had put forth a strategy for dealing with this issue.  Gerry Baker referred to the IOGCC strategic plan as the basis for their strategy.  Wilma Subra asked which state committees would be involved.  Gerry Baker said many and potentially all committees.  Wilma Subra also asked if IOGCC had a strategy for dealing with a response to the hearings.  Gerry Baker said yes.  TS asked that the Board focus on the statement by Jim Erb about raising awareness of the issue to the whole IOGCC.  Don Garvin noted the political context that was unrelated to staff of IOGCC and he said the goal of the meeting should be to work better (in concert) with IOGCC staff.  Jim Erb reminded everyone that while this process was started by IOGCC there was a reason it was separated out and we clearly need to avoid competition between the organizations regarding funding.  Kathy Martin asked if the meeting would be two full days or a day and a half.  Jim Collins said a day and a half beginning Thursday morning.  Jim Erb said we needed to touch base with EPA to see what they are doing.  Rick Bender suggested we may need to go higher up the ladder in EPA to get information.    
4. 2007 Board Meetings – 
(All meetings are conference calls at 9:00 am Central time unless otherwise noted)
· November 15th (Rescheduled from November 9th)
· December 13-14 Annual Meeting:  Discussion of annual meeting dates and location.  Based on the previous discussion Jim Collins suggested the annual meeting be held in OKC and all agreed.  
· Discussion of board schedule for 2008

5. (Executive Session)  Financials Updates:  
· Discussion of current financials 
6. Adjournment –   Don Garvin moved, Tom Stewart seconded, Approved
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