Minutes
STRONGER Board Conference Call
November 21, 2008
Call to Order and Roll Call–  9:00 AM

*Wilma Subra, Subra Company, Chair, Environmental

*Hal Fitch, Michigan Geological Survey, Vice-Chair, State

Bob Sandilos, Chevron, Secretary/ Treasurer 

Jim Collins, JWC Consulting, Industry

*Tom Stewart, Ohio Oil & Gas Association, Industry
*Kathy Martin, Sierra Club, Environmental

*Lori Wrotenbery, Oklahoma Oil and Gas Conservation Division, State

*Donald Garvin, Trout Unlimited, Environmental

*Tricia Beaver, Colorado Oil and Gas Commission, State

*Rick Simmers, Ohio Division of Oil and Gas, State Review Chair

*Nancy Johnson, USDOE

Gerry Baker, IOGCC

Steve Souders, USEPA

Bonnie Robinson, USEPA

James Sims, BLM

*Jim Erb, Consultant

Mike Paque, GWPC

*Mike Nickolaus, Staff

1. Discussion and approval of October, 2008 Board Meeting minutes– Don Garvin moved, Tricia Beaver Second, Approved
2. Status of State Reviews and Scheduling – 
· Mississippi –Update regarding contact with Lisa Ivshin to discuss Mississippi’s decision not to undergo a review at this time (Wilma Subra) Awaiting notice from industry representative about making a call to Lisa Ivshin.  Bob Sandilos sent an e-mail to Tom Stewart forwarding an e-mail from Joe Sims in which Lisa Ivshin said she could not accept a review due to state budget issues.
· Colorado – Updates on status of Colorado rule (Tricia Beaver)  Colorado is still planning final adoption of the revised rules December 9,10,11 2008 and if approved, they would be effective January 31, 2009.  However, some provisions would become effective in April and May, 2009.  Until the rules are implemented Colorado will not be able to consider a review.  Tom Stewart was at an IPAA meeting and spoke with Meg Collins with the Colorado Oil and Gas Association (COGA) about the state review process.  Tom Stewart believes COGA sees the value in a review and suggested that Tricia Beaver speak with Meg Collins about this.  Tricia Beaver agreed to discuss this with Meg Collins at a meeting the weekend of November 22.
· Wyoming –Awaiting retirement of Don Likwartz as discussed at the October board meeting.
· Kansas – Update on contacts with Doug Louis (Lori Wrotenbery) Lori Wrotenbery spoke with Ed Cross and he is supportive of a review.  Lori Wrotenbery had a short discussion with Doug Louis and will make a trip to Kansas in late December or early January.
· Other – Progress report on acquisition of additional states for review.  Additional states were discussed including:

· Alaska –
· Alabama – 

· Arkansas – Update on contact with Larry Bengal (Lori Wrotenbery) Lori Wrotenbery said Larry Bengal indicated most waste activity is in the Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) under Theresa Marks.  ADEQ is evaluating rules regarding drilling waste and flow back waters and the management of materials in pits.  Ms. Marks said she would discuss state review with Larry Bengal.  Tom Stewart said they have formed a new association regarding the shale play and the head of this new association requested additional information about the state review process.  Staff will send the white paper and a copy of the Tennessee review and guidelines.
3. 2008 Board Meetings Schedule –  (All conference calls at 9 AM Central unless otherwise noted) 
December 18

4. Critical Issues –
· Discussion of cost estimate for a presentation by Don Garvin to the West Virginia legislative interim committee concerning STRONGER. (Don Garvin)  Don Garvin said he and Jim Erb have not had time to develop a budget for this item.  Discussion deferred until December 18th call.  
· Update on possible group conference calls and board member visits with states like Alaska and North Dakota regarding their concerns (See October meeting minutes).  No updates
· Discussion concerning updating of the STONGER progress report and the addition of a display by STRONGER at the upcoming GWPC Annual Forum that includes a Water Energy Symposium.
· Determination of State appointment to the Board from the State Review Committee and final election of STRONGER officers deferred from October board meeting.

· Report on state review committee meeting:  Rick Simmers said before the state review session, he met with Lori Wrotenbery, Hal Fitch and Tricia Beaver to discuss how the session would be run.  An election was held with unanimous approval that Hal Fitch would retain his position on the STRONGER Board.  The meeting was held in a roundtable forum.  It was noted that the review process was not very active.  There was good participation by audience members with suggestions that creating a summary document would lead states to understand the value of the reviews including how things had been achieved through the review process.  Lori Wrotenbery said this should be like a sales piece more for the new administration and congress, including the Energy and Commerce Committee; which is now under the chairmanship of Henry Waxman, than for the states.  Don Garvin said it should also be focused for environmental groups.  Hal Fitch said the discussion at the state review committee focused on what STRONGER could do generally to promote the need for state review.  Rick Simmers said another suggestion was that, for additional reviews, STRONGER go to the states and ask what their issues are so as to customize follow-up reviews.  Virginia suggested making some reviews almost totally electronic to allow states to control their staff commitments and time dedicated to reviews.  Rick Simmers said a number of issues were considered important in the coming year including the RCRA exemption, air emissions, stormwater, urban drilling, unconventional gas development and water issues.  Also, is the review process staying within the scope for which it was originally designed and is this appropriate (i.e. should the scope be re-defined)?  Lori Wrotenbery said Rick Simmers did a very good job leading the discussions of the state review committee but IOGCC is still split on the issue of state review with many states supporting the process while others still do not see the need for state review.  However, she noted that the incumbency of Gov. Brad Henry from Oklahoma as chair of the IOGCC is a positive sign.  Rick Simmers believes the process is in a repeating cycle that could result in a greater impetus for state reviews.  Lori Wrotenbery suggested that STRONGER engage a professional writer to develop a report.  Rick Simmers suggested the report be broken down into a short document that is a summary which explains the STRONGER process and pitches the fact that a new process is not needed with a second document that contains the analysis of the existing process and its results.  Tom Stewart made a motion that the Board approve an expenditure for Jim Erb to prepare a scope of work to develop a two part report to include a summary of the STRONGER process and an analysis of past reviews and their effectiveness, and authorize staff to investigate technical writers and develop a cost analysis for the report and report back to the Board before the December 18th conference call. Kathy Martin seconded, Approved.  Don Garvin said several states have asked for copies of state reviews and he suggests that pre-STRONGER reviews be digitized and placed on the website and STRONGER should dedicate some funding for this.  Lori Wrotenbery offered to have the reports scanned.
· Hal Fitch noted that the issue of hydraulic fracturing is so critical that STRONGER should be reviewing guidelines to address the situation.  Tom Stewart made a motion to establish a formal workgroup to review the existing guidelines as they relate to hydraulic fracturing and to develop a supplemental document, Lori Wrotenbery seconded, Discussion:  Jim Erb noted that prior workgroups contained a board member as a champion and each stakeholder group would nominate workgroup members and a team building meeting would be held.  One of the workgroup members is designated as the keeper of the document and controlled drafts.  Jim Erb suggests a similar structure to assure accountability.  Approved. Lori Wrotenbery volunteered to be the board champion on the workgroup.  Board members from each constituent group will submit 2-3 individual nominations for workgroup members by December 1st.  Don Garvin asked that the issue of water quantity be placed on the list of issues for discussion on this topic.  
(Executive Session)
Financials Updates:  October report
Adjournment – 
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