Minutes
STRONGER Board Conference Call
December 18, 2008
Call to Order  and Roll Call–  9:00 AM

*Wilma Subra, Subra Company, Chair, Environmental

*Hal Fitch, Michigan Geological Survey, Vice-Chair, State

*Bob Sandilos, Chevron, Secretary/ Treasurer 

*Jim Collins, JWC Consulting, Industry

Tom Stewart, Ohio Oil & Gas Association, Industry
*Kathy Martin, Sierra Club, Environmental

*Lori Wrotenbery, Oklahoma Oil and Gas Conservation Division, State

*Donald Garvin, Trout Unlimited, Environmental

*Tricia Beaver, Colorado Oil and Gas Commission, State

*Rick Simmers, Ohio Division of Oil and Gas, State Review Chair

*Nancy Johnson, USDOE

Gerry Baker, IOGCC

Steve Souders, USEPA

*Bonnie Robinson, USEPA

James Sims, BLM

*Jim Erb, Consultant

Mike Paque, GWPC

*Mike Nickolaus, Staff

* Denotes member present

1. Discussion and approval of November 21, 2008 minutes–  Tricia Moved, Bob Sandilos second, Approved
2. Status of State Reviews and Scheduling – 
· Mississippi –Update regarding contact with Lisa Ivshin by industry representative (Bob Sandilos)  Bob Sandilos continued to indicate that Mississippi could not undergo a review right now but we should arrange a call after the first of the year for further discussions.  Bob Sandilos will arrange a call near the end of January.
· Colorado – Update on discussion with Meg Collins of the Colorado Oil and Gas Association (COGA) (Tricia Beaver) Tricia Beaver reports that the rules were adopted on December 11th and they have been submitted to the Secretary Of State for publication.  Don Garvin asked for a web link to the rule posting.  The majority of the provisions will not be effective until April 1 and the federal lands provisions in May.  There are still four rules that stakeholder discussions groups will address.  Until Colorado has worked through the implementation of the rules they could not undertake a review.  Don Garvin asked what the implementation process would entail.  Tricia Beaver said it involved a review of the internal processes needed such as database, forms etc…
· Wyoming –Awaiting retirement of Don Likwartz as discussed at the October board meeting.
· Kansas – Update on possible trip to discuss review with Doug Louis (Lori Wrotenbery).  No update although Lori Wrotenbery still intends to make a trip in January.
· Other – Progress report on acquisition of additional states for review.  Additional states were discussed including:

· Alaska –
· Alabama – 

· Arkansas –  Update regarding discussions between Theresa Marks of the Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) and Larry Bengal  (Tom Stewart)  Deferred until January call.
3. 2008 Board Meetings Schedule –  (All conference calls at 9 AM Central unless otherwise noted) 
December 18

4. Critical Issues –
· Discussion of cost estimate for a presentation by Don Garvin to the West Virginia legislative interim committee concerning STRONGER. (Jim Erb and Don Garvin)  Don Garvin has received approval from committee staff to put Jim Erb on the agenda in January.  Meetings are January 9,10 and 11.  Jim Erb will come up with a cost estimate for this including development of the presentation, travel and consulting fees.  Jim Erb indicated a rough estimate of cost is around $1,500.  Don Garvin will verify the presentation with the committee.  Don Garvin said this presentation would allay some of the concerns that industry has raised and would elevate and promote knowledge about the STRONGER process with other entities such as the state legislature.  Jim Erb asked if it would more cost effective for him to prepare the presentation and send it to Don Garvin for him to make the presentation.  Don Garvin said he is concerned that his role as a lobbyist for the environmental council might limit the value of the presentation and Jim Erb’s historical knowledge and past state regulator status would add value.  However, under unusual circumstances, he could make the presentation.  Bob Sandilos, speaking as the Treasurer, said he believed the value for the cost would be worthwhile.  Wilma Subra asked if a second, or even third presentation on the same day to another group could be made to maximize the value.  Bob Sandilos asked if it would be appropriate to invite congressional staff from Congressman Rahal’s office?  Don Garvin said it would be a good idea and he would be happy to extend an invitation or ask for time with the staff to make a second presentation.  Bob Sandilos moved to budget up to $1,500 for this effort, Kathy Martin seconded, Approved.    
· Discussion concerning the proposed project to develop a two part report to include a summary of the STRONGER process and an analysis of past reviews and their effectiveness (Jim Erb).  Jim Erb completed the scope of work and distributed it to the board.  He described the scope of work.  Don Garvin asked how the states would respond to the project.  Jim Erb said sending out a letter telling the states that this project was designed for updating an earlier report should help.  Wilma Subra asked if additional items should be included such as new regulations being contemplated, shale gas development, hydraulic fracturing etc…?  Jim Erb suggested that Wilma Subra sign the letter.  Don Garvin made a motion to proceed with initial development of the report based on a cost estimate of approximately $10,000 submitted by Jim Erb, seconded by Jim Collins, Approved.
· Appointment of Hal Fitch by the State Review Committee and formal election to the Board. Rick Simmer said the state review committee officially appointed Hal Fitch at the November meeting.  The board congratulated Hal Fitch on his appointment.  Don Garvin made a motion to appoint Hal Fitch as Chair and Bob Sandilos as Vice chair, seconded Tricia Beaver, Approved.  Don Garvin moved Kathy Martin be elected as Treasurer, seconded by Tricia Beaver, Approved.   New officers will take office in January, 2009.  the board officially congratulated Wilma Subra on her successful term as Chair.  
· Discussion of targeted reviews of state programs based on state needs and possibility of electronic reviews (See discussion from November 21 minutes for details)  Deferred until January call.
· Discussion about the hydraulic fracturing workgroup (Wilma Subra) Lori Wrotenbery and Bob Sandilos mentioned the inclusion of workgroup members from other states and API members.  Jim Collins spoke with Lee Fuller of IPAA about their participation.  Wilma Subra noted Bruce Baizel of OGAP had previously participated in guidelines development.  Don Garvin asked if there was a timetable for initiating the workgroup.  Lori Wrotenbery said as soon as possible in 2009.  She further stated she would initiate e-mail communications about developing the workgroup. Bob Sandilos mentioned that Pennsylvania was implementing new fee structure for Marcellus shale.  Jim Erb said the fees will be depth dependent.  The Susquehanna River Basin Commission has issued a permit by rule for certain water withdrawal amounts.  Don Garvin said James Martin told the DEP advisory committee they had been in discussions with Pennsylvania and they were preparing to embark on rule changes in water, waste disposal and protection of coal seams.
· Update on possible group conference calls and board member visits with states like Alaska and North Dakota regarding their concerns (See discussion from October meeting minutes for details).

· Other:  Bonnie Robinson mentioned that her office would be willing to help with the development of the report being prepared by Jim Erb.  Wilma Subra asked if Bonnie Robinson could assist the board by obtaining a meeting with senior EPA staff when the new Administrator begins her tenure.  Nancy Johnson said she hoped DOE could provide additional help over the next year.  She said they had been asked for a list of stakeholders by the transition team and they listed STRONGER as one of the stakeholders.  Nancy Johnson said she would be glad to facilitate a meeting with senior DOE staff for the new administration.  Wilma Subra asked if DOE could provide input to the hydraulic fracturing workgroup and Nancy Johnson said yes.  Rick Simmers noted that Ohio is undergoing substantial statutory changes with attendant rules.  This may result in a request for a voluntary follow-up review in Ohio in late 2009 or early 2010.
(Executive Session)
Financials Updates:  November report
Don Garvin moved to accept 2009 budget as amended, seconded Tricia Beaver, Approved.

Adjournment – 
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