Minutes
STRONGER Board Conference Call
February 26, 2009
Call to Order  and Roll Call–  9:00 AM

*Hal Fitch, Michigan Geological Survey, Chair, State

*Bob Sandilos, Chevron, Vice-chair, Industry 

*Kathy Martin, Sierra Club, Secretary/ Treasurer, Environmental

*Jim Collins, JWC Consulting, Industry

*Tom Stewart, Ohio Oil & Gas Association, Industry
*Lori Wrotenbery, Oklahoma Oil and Gas Conservation Division, State

Donald Garvin, Trout Unlimited, Environmental

*Wilma Subra, Subra Company, Environmental

*Rick Simmers, Ohio Division of Oil and Gas, State Review Chair

*Nancy Johnson, USDOE

Gerry Baker, IOGCC

Steve Souders, USEPA

Bonnie Robinson, USEPA

James Sims, BLM

*Jim Erb, Consultant

Mike Paque, GWPC

*Mike Nickolaus, Staff

1. Discussion and approval of January 22, 2009 minutes–  Bob Sandilos moved approval, Kathy Martin seconded, Approved
2. Status of State Reviews and Scheduling – 
· Mississippi –Discussion of when to contact Mississippi in 2009 and who will make the contact (Bob Sandilos)  Bob Sandilos will talk with Ben Thompson of (Check with Bob Sandilos about Ben’s affiliation)
· Colorado –  Discussion of next steps with Colorado with the retirement of Tricia Beaver ( Hal Fitch)  
· Wyoming –Awaiting replacement for Don Likwartz to make contact.
· Kansas – Update on possible trip to discuss review with Doug Louis (Lori Wrotenbery)  No update.
· Other – Progress report on acquisition of additional states for review.  Additional states were discussed including:

· Alaska –
· Alabama – 

· Arkansas –  Update regarding discussions between Theresa Marks of the Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) and Larry Bengal- Deferred from January call  (Tom Stewart)  No update
3. 2008 Board Meetings Schedule –  Conference call and meeting schedule for 2009 (Note:  All calls at 9 AM central time unless otherwise indicated)
March 26

April 23

May 28

June 25

July 16
August 27

September 24

October 6-7 (Annual meeting following IOGCC meeting in Biloxi, MS)

November 19

December 17

4. Critical Issues –
· Update on development of the two part report to include a summary of the STRONGER process and an analysis of past reviews and their effectiveness (Jim Erb)  Jim Erb sent out a working draft on the history of the state review process and has not yet received feedback.  With respect to past reviews and effectiveness, he sent out a draft letter for signature by Hal Fitch as STRONGER Chair and Rick Simmers as State Review Chair to send to the states with a request for implementation updates from review recommendations.  Rick Simmers asked if a simple implemented/ not implemented response with explanatory information concerning items from the last review was being requested.  Jim Erb said yes and asked if the letter was a good idea.  The general sentiment was yes.  Wilma Subra asked if the survey should be included in the letter or as an attachment.  Jim Erb said a letter should be done first then followed up with the survey.  Jim Collins asked if there was a one page executive summary of the report.  Jim Erb said there was an introductory section.  Jim Collins said he would like to see a one pager that summarizes the whole report.  Jim Erb said this could be done after the results of the survey are gathered and compiled.  Further discussion of the text version of the draft report will be discussed on the next call.  The Board needs to develop a plan for use of the documents created in this effort.  Jim Erb also noted that with the drop in activity in the Marcellus shale this may be a good time to re-approach states like New York about a review.  Rick Simmers said he would make a contact with Brad Field in New York.
· Update on contact with Rick Simmers concerning replacement for Tricia Beaver (Hal Fitch and Lori Wrotenbery) Rick Simmers suggested Tricia Beaver be replaced at the May meeting in Anchorage.  He suggested a prior mailing to committee members for suggested replacement.  Jim Erb asked if a special meeting via conference call would work.  Rick Simmers said yes and stated he would call Hal Fitch about this and work with IOGCC staff to facilitate the call.
· Discussion of targeted reviews of state programs based on state needs and possibility of electronic reviews (See discussion from November 21, 2008 minutes for details, deferred from January call)  This mechanism may be best considered after the STRONGER report is completed.  Jim Erb said there is a table in the report with the dates of the reviews; which would indicate which version of the guidelines was used.  This would help determine which sections of the current guidelines have not been addressed.  He will add a supplement to the follow-up survey asking states need with respect to reviews.  Kathy Martin said states with prior reviews may benefit most from targeted reviews.
· Update on membership on the hydraulic fracturing workgroup and next steps (Wilma Subra)  Rick Simmers said Scott Kell has agreed to work on this issue.  Hal Fitch asked Rick Simmers to solicit state participation on the workgroup as part of the mailing concerning Tricia Beavers replacement.  Bob Sandilos said Greg Russell; chair of the Ohio Oil and Gas Association environmental committee and will be an industry representative, Stephanie Meadows of API will provide an industry representative, and Mike Nickolaus of GWPC would serve as the third industry member of the workgroup with another GWPC staff member providing administrative support.
· Update on discussions between Kathy Martin, Don Garvin and Wilma Subra regarding possible presentation at the May IOGCC meeting.  See minutes of January 22, 2009 call for details. (Kathy Martin)  Hal Fitch suggested this presentation be proposed for the fall IOGCC meeting in Biloxi, Mississippi, October 4-6, 2009.  Jim Collins asked if the STRONGER annual meeting should be held during the same time.  Bob Sandilos agreed.  Rick Simmers concurred.  Lori Wrotenbery moved change in meeting dates to October 6-7, Kathy Martin seconded, Approved.  Staff will work with IOGCC staff on arrangements.
(Executive Session)
Financials Updates:  January report
Adjournment – 
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