Minutes
STRONGER Board Conference Call
February 28, 2008
Call to Order  and Roll Call–  8:30 AM

Wilma Subra

Jim Collins

Lori Wrotenbery

Tom Stewart

Bill Hocheiser

Bonnie Robinson

Jim Erb

Rick Simmers

1. Discussion and approval of January 24 minutes–

Minutes of the January 24 meeting were discussed and modified but could not be approved due to the lack of a quorum on the call.  The January 24 minutes will be considered for approval on the March 27, 2008 call.
2. Status of State Reviews and Scheduling – 
· Mississippi –Update from Tom Stewart regarding contact with Joe Sims.  Unable to contact as yet.  Will attempt again next week.
· Colorado –Update from Lori Wrotenbery concerning message she had left with Tricia Beaver.  She spoke with Tricia and she said they are in the middle of re-writing their rules and they are supposed to have new rules in place by this summer.  Tricia said they do not yet have a permanent director and probably will not until after the rules are completed.  Probably late summer or fall.  Tricia cannot commit to anything but would be willing to discuss a review later in the year and would welcome a follow-up review.  Lori Wrotenbery suggested a contact with the new director when one is hired.  

· Wyoming –Update from Tom Stewart on contact with Dave Searle.  Tom Stewart will make this contact as soon as he can.
· Kansas –Update on contact with Doug Louis.  Lori Wrotenbery still wants to make a trip to Wichita with Mike Paque to discuss the state review process with Doug.  Lori Wrotenbery will discuss this with Doug.
· Other – Progress report on acquisition of additional states for review.  Additional states were discussed including:

· Alaska –
· Alabama – 

· Arkansas –   Lori Wrotenbery is still attempting to contact Larry Bengal
3. 2008 Board Meetings Schedule –  
(All meetings are conference calls at 9:00 am Central time unless otherwise noted)

March 27

April 24

May 22

June 26

July 24

August 28

September 25

October 23

November 18-19 (Annual Board meeting in conjunction with IOGCC Meeting in Santa Fe, New Mexico)

December 18

4. Critical Issues –
· Discussion about approaching Rick Simmers regarding replacement for Rick Bender.  Rick Simmers has been confirmed as the Chair of the State Review Committee.  Rick Simmers said he has not yet spoken with Bob Wilson about what his role is.  Lori Wrotenbery brought Rick up to speed about his role as Chair.  Lori said the Chair serves as a liaison between the IOGCC and the Board and works on the agenda for the state review committee.  Jim Erb said the primary functions of the committee are to get states reviewed including recruiting and to deal with guidelines updates.  The Chair also works on designating the state members of the STRONGER Board.  Lori Wrotenbery asked what Rick Simmers preference is about filling the position vacated by Rick Benders resignation.  Lori Wrotenbery indicated Rick Simmers needed to go through a nominations process to fill the vacant state position on the board.  Rick Simmers asked if the board was looking for someone from a reviewed state or any state.  Jim Erb said it was up to the committee.  Lori Wrotenbery asked if she and Hal Fitch could have a brief conference call with Rick Simmers next week to discuss this topic.  Rick Simmers asked if the states mentioned for reviews at the beginning of the conference call had expressed an interest or were just approached by the board.  Lori Wrotenbery and Tom Stewart indicated they were a mix of these types.  Lori Wrotenbery said some were those that had an initial review but needed a follow-up review.  Lori Wrotenbery asked Mike Nickolaus to send the STRONGER white paper to Rick Simmers to bring him up to date on the status of state reviews.  Jim Erb asked Rick Simmers if he has a Vice-chair.  Rick Simmers said he was not sure and Tom Stewart said Leslie Savage had been selected as Vice-chair.  
· Discussion of general session IOGCC presentation (Possible shift in request date to Santa Fe Meeting).  Wilma Subra asked Mike Nickolaus to prepare a draft letter requesting a time slot on the general session agenda for the November IOGCC Meeting to send it out to the board for review.
· Discussion of and updates to task list
· General topics

Bill Hochheiser said Jim Slutz met with a delegation of oil industry reps. from most major associations and companies to discuss the issues related to the Waxman hearing about the oil and gas exemptions.  Jim Slutz suggested DOE could put together some history and background about the exemptions and the states regulation of E&P wastes.  He also noted that DOE had earmarked money to GWPC in the budget, GWPC was a support contractor for STRONGER and DOE would be working with GWPC to discuss putting together a task in the new grant for a report on this topic.  Industry also asked if DOE could recommend knowledgeable people to be called upon to participate in this exercise and work on a presentation.  Bill Hochheiser suggested Jim Erb would be a good person to fulfill this role.  Lori Wrotenbery asked about the scale of the project and Bill Hochheiser said he needed to talk with Mike Paque about the level of effort but suggested that a budgeted project of $150-200K was current thinking.  Lori Wrotenbery said when she and Mike Paque spoke with Congressman Waxman’s staff that an update of the hydraulic fracturing study would be a good project to undertake.   Mike Paque has been discussing this with DOE and EPA and is working on a possible presentation concerning an updated study. Bill Hochheiser also said industry (API, IPAA etc..) is interested in sponsoring a study of improvements that have been made in state programs as a result of state reviews.  He suggested the STRONGER Board may wish to discuss this as a possible project.
5. (Executive Session)  
Financials Updates:  
6. Adjournment – 
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