Agenda
STRONGER Board Conference Call
March 27, 2008
Call to Order  and Roll Call–  9:00 AM

Wilma Subra, Subra Company, STRONGER Chair, Environmental

Hal Fitch, Michigan Geological Survey, STRONGER Vice-Chair, State 

Jim Collins, JWC Consulting, Industry

Tom Stewart, Ohio Oil & Gas Association, Industry
Kathy Martin, Sierra Club, Environmental

Lori Wrotenbery, Oklahoma Oil and Gas conservation Division, State

Rick Simmers, Ohio Division of Oil and Gas

Nancy Johnson

Gerry Baker

Bonnie Robinson

Jim Erb

Mike Paque

1. Discussion and approval of January and February minutes– Motion to approve January Hal Fitch, second Tom Stewart approved.  Motion to approve February minutes as amended Tom Stewart, seconded, approved
2. Status of State Reviews and Scheduling – 
· Mississippi –Update from Tom Stewart regarding contact with Joe Sims.  Tom Stewart has been exchanging messages with Mr. Sims
· Colorado – No further updates at this time.

· Wyoming –Update from Tom Stewart on contact with Dave Searle.  Tom Stewart spoke with him but mostly about Montana.  He said Dave is sensitive due to issues surrounding CBM production.  Tom Stewart was given new contacts and he will follow- up with those contacts.
· Kansas –Update on contact with Doug Louis.  No further information available.
· Other – Progress report on acquisition of additional states for review.  Additional states were discussed including:

· Alaska –  
· Alabama – 

· Arkansas – 
3. 2008 Board Meetings Schedule –  
(All meetings are conference calls at 9:00 am Central time unless otherwise noted)

March 27

April 24

May 22

June 26

July 24

August 28

September 25

October 23

November 18-19 (Annual Board meeting in conjunction with IOGCC Meeting in Santa Fe, New Mexico)

December 18

4. Critical Issues –
· Discussion with Rick Simmers about replacement for Rick Bender (Lori Wrotenbery and Hal Fitch).  Tom Stewart says Rick Simmers will probably not be able to go to Calgary.  He will speak with Rick Simmers this week about replacing Rick Bender.  Hal Fitch said he would give Rick Simmers a call.  Gerry Baker said he had made several attempts to contact Rick Simmers without success.  Jim Erb said if Rick Simmers cannot go to Calgary we probably need to speak with Leslie Savage about the state review committee meeting.  Lori Wrotenbery said she spoke with Rick Simmers about the state review process last week but not specifically about replacing Rick Bender.
· Further discussion of possible DOE Study Project (Mike Paque)  Bill Hochheiser said during the GWPC meeting we held a meeting to discuss this.  Mike Paque said there are two different projects.   One is related to hydraulic fracturing and would involve DOE and to a lesser extent EPA.  For this project GWPC would update its prior study.  Mike Paque said there is broad support to do a study and we are seeking funding for the study.  The other project would be for a positive public piece regarding how state oil and gas agencies protect ground water through their programs.  This is something the DOE would like to pursue.  Nancy Johnson believes both projects are valuable.  Bill Hochheiser said the second study would explain to people how we got to where we are regarding the exemption and what the advantages are of having state centered regulation. Nancy Johnson believes there is a good intersect with STRONGER on these studies.  Bonnie Robinson said they still get a lot of calls about the exemption and there is a lot of confusion on the topic.  Tom Stewart asked for a copy of the EPA pamphlet on the exemption.  Bonnie Robinson said she would send this out to everyone.  She wondered who at EPA was working on the hydraulic fracturing issue and Mike Paque said it was Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water but he said they are not especially interested in a further study because of their official position based on a study they conducted. Nancy Johnson said it was up to GWPC to figure out the next steps about the two projects.  However, Bill Hochheiser said GWPC’s support of STRONGER opens up the possibility of coordination between the two regarding an effort on these studies.
· Gerry Baker said Mike Smith had been hired as the new Executive Director for IOGCC.  Lori Wrotenbery asked if a letter to Mike Smith to request a meeting would be appropriate.  It was noted that a letter inviting both Mike Smith and Gerry Baker to have a discussion with STRONGER would be good. 

5. (Executive Session)  
Financials Updates:  February report
6. Adjournment –  
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