Minutes
STRONGER Board Conference Call
May 22, 2008
Call to Order  and Roll Call–  9:00 AM

Wilma Subra, Subra Company, STRONGER Chair, Environmental

Hal Fitch, Michigan Geological Survey, STRONGER Vice-Chair, State 

Tom Stewart, Ohio Oil & Gas Association, Industry

Don Garvin, Trout Unlimited, Environmental

Bob Sandilos, Chevron, Industry
Kathy Martin, Sierra Club, Environmental

Lori Wrotenbery, Oklahoma Oil and Gas Conservation Division, State

Bonnie Robinson, USEPA

Jim Erb, Consultant

Mike Nickolaus, Staff

1. Discussion and approval of March, 2008 minutes–
Motion, Hal Fitch, Second Bob Sandilos, Approved

2. Status of State Reviews and Scheduling – 
· Mississippi –Update regarding contacts with Joe Sims and Lisa Ivshin (Tom Stewart and Lori Wrotenbery)  Tom Stewart has not had a second call with Joe Sims.  Bob Sandilos offered to be on any subsequent call.  Tom Stewart will work with Bob Sandilos on a date to make the contact.  Bob Sandilos will e-mail Joe Sims about a call.  Lori Wrotenbery visited with Lisa Ivshin in Calgary at the IOGCC meeting and Lisa agreed to continue discussing the possibility of a review.  Lori Wrotenbery suggested a contact with the industry and state people in Mississippi.
· Colorado – 

· Wyoming –Update on contact with Dave Searle (Tom Stewart)  Tom Stewart has not had an opportunity to follow-up with Dave Searle
· Kansas –Update on contact with Doug Louis (Lori Wrotenbery)  Lori Wrotenbery and Leslie Savage spoke with Doug Louis at the IOGCC meeting and were left with the impression he may be willing to have a further discussion about a review pending his review of the initial review.  Lori Wrotenbery said she and Mike Paque may make a visit to Kansas in the coming months for further discussion.
· Other – Progress report on acquisition of additional states for review.  Additional states were discussed including:

· Alaska –
· Alabama – 

· Arkansas – 

Don Garvin asked to go on record regarding the status of state reviews and the concern about getting states to volunteer.  He said it is important to note that STRONGER needs to remain active in recruiting states.  Hal Fitch asked if Don Garvin had any suggestions.  Don Garvin said he believed that he and Wilma Subra and Kathy Martin needed to have a discussion about ways the environmental members of the Board can assist in the process of recruiting states such as stimulating local groups.
3. 2008 Board Meetings Schedule –  
(All meetings are conference calls at 9:00 am Central time unless otherwise noted)

May 22

June 26

July 24

August 28

September 25

October 23

November 18-19 (Date and location changes being considered)

December 18

4. Critical Issues –
· Discussion concerning posting of non approved Guidelines (Staff request for guidance)  Kathy Martin suggested a disclaimer on the website stating the guidelines are not approved.  Tom Stewart asked about the IOGCC’s relationship to the approval of the guidelines (e.g. IOGCC approved the initial guidelines under which STRONGER operated.)  Lori Wrotenbery said the original IOGCC proposal to EPA contained a proposal that the guidelines would be developed by STRONGER but submitted to IOGCC for approval.  When the revisions to the first guidelines were developed they were submitted to IOGCC and they “acknowledged” rather than approved the revised guidelines.  Tom Stewart asked if there was a binding obligation to obtain approval from IOGCC.  Hal Fitch said the articles of incorporation say the guidelines will be adopted by the IOGCC and could be construed to require the use of approved guidelines in state reviews.  Lori Wrotenbery said she could work with her agency attorney’s to clarify the intent of the STRONGER articles of incorporation with respect to the guidelines and their use.  There was general approval for a legal review of the articles of incorporation.  Lori Wrotenbery will proceed with a review on this basis.  Hal Fitch said the articles do not prevent the revision of guidelines but that only adopted guidelines can be used.  Wilma Subra said it could also be read that the original adopted guidelines would be used but that language regarding revisions to the guidelines should be considered in the articles of incorporation.  Hal Fitch said the articles provide the means to amend, change or repeal any provision of the articles.  Don Garvin noted that the environmental members of the Board were added after the 2000 Guidelines so they did not have input into the currently approved guidelines and we need to remember that there needs to be a mechanism for ensuring the revision of the guidelines is viewed as an inclusive process.  Jim Erb said from a practical point of view, buy-in from all stakeholders, is essential.  Bob Sandilos asked if Lori Wrotenbery could find out what the latest official action of IOGCC was concerning the 2004 revised guidelines to provide a marker of where they stand.  Lori Wrotenbery said the fact is that STRONGER has been using the revised guidelines to review states on a voluntary basis and the Board is primarily seeking acknowledgement from IOGCC on this point.  Don Garvin asked if there was an alternate mechanism for getting state approval other than through IOGCC.  Hal Fitch said he believed we could post the revised guidelines provided it is noted they are not the adopted guidelines.  Hal Fitch moved that the revised guidelines and adopted guidelines be posted on the website.  Approved.    
· Discussion regarding face to face STRONGER meeting for 2008 (Wilma Subra)  Wilma Subra asked if the date and location of the meeting should be shifted from the IOGCC meeting.  Tom Stewart said he believed it should be rescheduled and Hal Fitch stated a preference for keeping it at the IOGCC meeting for convenience purposes but was open to the possibility of moving the meeting.  Kathy Martin asked if an earlier meeting might benefit the newest state member.  Wilma Subra asked me to send out a set of dates in September, October, and December relative to existing conference call dates to check on availability for a face to face meeting.   
· Discussion regarding replacement for Rick Bender (Lori Wrotenbery)  Lori Wrotenbery said the State Review Committee selected Tricia Beaver as the new state member of the STRONGER Board pending approval by her supervisor.  Don Garvin asked what Tricia Beaver’s position was and Lori Wrotenbery said she was a staff member of the Colorado Oil and Gas Commission.
· Discussion about State Review Committee meeting (Lori Wrotenbery) Lori Wrotenbery noted that Leslie Savage ran the meeting as Vice Chair.  Lori Wrotenbery said the discussion centered around the difficulties of getting states to volunteer for reviews.  Lori Wrotenbery noted that Michael Smith sat in on the majority of the meeting.  
· Discussion about DOE Study Project (Mike Nickolaus)  
5. (Executive Session)  
Financials Updates:  April report
6. Adjournment – 
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