Agenda
STRONGER Board Conference Call
June 26, 2008
Call to Order  and Roll Call–  9:00 AM

*Wilma Subra, Subra Company, Chair, Environmental

*Hal Fitch, Michigan Geological Survey, Vice-Chair, State
 Bob Sandilos, Chevron, Secretary/ Treasurer 

*Jim Collins, JWC Consulting, Industry

*Tom Stewart, Ohio Oil & Gas Association, Industry
*Kathy Martin, Sierra Club, Environmental

*Lori Wrotenbery, Oklahoma Oil and Gas Conservation Division, State

*Donald Garvin, Trout Unlimited, Environmental

 Tricia Beaver, Colorado Oil and Gas Commission, State

 Rick Simmers, Ohio Division of Oil and Gas, State Review Chair

 Nancy Johnson, USDOE

*Bill Hochheiser, USDOE

*Gerry Baker, IOGCC

 Steve Souders, USEPA

*Bonnie Robinson, USEPA

*James Sims, BLM

*Jim Erb, Consultant

*Mike Paque, GWPC

*Mike Nickolaus, Staff

* Denotes member present on the call

1. Discussed Tricia Beaver as newest State member of the STRONGER Board (Wilma Subra):  Lori Wrotenbery
2. Discussion and approval of May, 2008 minutes– Hal Fitch moved approval, Lori W seconded.  Approved
3. Status of State Reviews and Scheduling – 
· Mississippi –Update regarding contacts with Joe Sims (Tom Stewart and Bob Sandilos):  Bob Sandilos said Joe Sims retired but he has been talking with new industry person in Mississippi.  Bob Sandilos is trying to get the new industry person together with Lisa Ivshin to have a conversation about a review.
· Colorado – Lori Wrotenbery said Colorado will not name a new director until rule making completed and a review will likely not occur until both of these tasks are completed.
· Wyoming –Update on contact with Dave Searle (Tom Stewart): Tom Stewart said he had not had further conversations with the industry.  TS will make a contact. 
· Kansas –Discussion about visiting Doug Louis (Lori Wrotenbery): Tom Stewart said he had spoken with Ed Cross with the Kansas Oil and Gas Association about getting together with Doug Louis.  Lori Wrotenbery will call Doug Louis to let him know Ed Cross may be in touch with him.  Gerry Baker said he had filled Ed Cross in on the relationship of GWPC to STRONGER.
· Other – Progress report on acquisition of additional states for review.  Additional states were discussed including:

· Alaska –
· Alabama – 

· Arkansas –   Tom Stewart said from an industry perspective there is a new independent oil and gas royalty owners association headed by Kelly Robbins and he will work with Mr. Robbins concerning a review.
· Follow-up discussion regarding Environmental Stakeholders ideas to improve recruiting. (Don Garvin):  Don Garvin said discussions have not yet taken place.  This item will be deferred until the next conference call. 
4. 2008 Board Meetings Schedule –  
(All meetings are conference calls at 9:00 am Central time unless otherwise noted)

June 26

July 24

August 28

September 25

October 21-22
December 18

5. Critical Issues –
· Follow-up discussion from May conference call concerning posting of non approved Guidelines and Articles of Incorporation (Lori Wrotenbery):  Lori Wrotenbery reviewed the Articles of Incorporation with two of the Oklahoma Corporation Commission attorneys.  One was Keith Thomas, who formerly worked at IOGCC and now represents the Commission's oil and gas division.  Another was Mike Jackson, who handles a variety of general law matters for the Commission.  They studied the language of the current articles and considered the history of revision and use of the guidelines. They believe that STRONGER does not need to amend the Articles to allow for the use of the revised guidelines in state reviews, even if the revisions have not been adopted by IOGCC.  In their view the key phrases in the purpose statement of the articles all begin with the word "To."  These phrases in the third clause of the Articles read:
"1.  To educate regulators and members of the public as to the appropriate elements of a state oil and gas exploration and production waste management regulatory program.  . .. 

    2.  To establish in the main office or elsewhere all departments and activities necessary to carry out the purposes of the Corporation; and

    3.  To engage in any and all lawful activities incidental to the foregoing purposes except as restricted herein."

These phrases are broad enough to encompass STRONGER's development and use of revised guidelines.  

 

The Board's current question relates to the additional statement in phrase 1. that "The corporation will compare various state programs against the guidelines adopted by the Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission for the protection of public health, safety and the environment[.]"  This statement was viewed as an example of the work STRONGER will do, but not as a restriction on that work.  STRONGER has indeed compared various state programs against the guidelines adopted by IOGCC.  STRONGER has also proceeded to update and expand the guidelines and, with the consent of the states being reviewed, used the new and improved guidelines in the conduct of state reviews.  All of this activity falls squarely within STRONGER's stated purpose of educating regulators and the public on the appropriate elements of a state E&P waste management program.

 

Should the Board nevertheless desire to amend the Articles, that option is available under the tenth clause of the Articles.  Under that clause, we may not be able to amend the Articles to change the purposes for which STRONGER was formed, but we should be able to clarify those purposes.  Note, however, that Mr. Jackson cautioned against revising the Articles unless truly necessary.  He pointed out that a Board like STRONGER’s with rotating membership runs a risk of falling into the practice of opening up the Articles for revision every time we have a change in membership.

Hal Fitch said he agreed with these interpretations of the Articles. Wilma Subra asked if the board had enough information to instruct staff to post the new guidelines on the website.  Don Garvin said the vote from the May 22 minutes regarding posting the guidelines was sufficient for this purpose.  Staff will post the guidelines as Adopted and Revised versions.  Hal Fitch said he believes the board should continue using the revised guidelines.  The board reached consensus to continue the practice of using the revised guidelines in future reviews.
· Discussion regarding face to face STRONGER meeting for 2008 and subsequent need to shift conference call dates (Wilma Subra):  The board reached consensus to hold the face to face meeting October 21-22 in Oklahoma City.  Don Garvin noted that since this is the annual meeting; which is normally held in December is there anything special that needs to be prepared?  Staff will review board members for election purposes and review last years annual meeting minutes for any meeting needs.
Bill Hochheiser noted this was his last conference call for STRONGER due to this retirement.  He thanked the board and said he enjoyed working with STRONGER.  The board expressed its appreciation for Bill’s efforts over the years.  Staff will sign the names of the STRONGER board to a greeting card for his retirement.
6. (Executive Session)  
7. Financials Updates:  May report
8. Adjournment – Motion to adjourn Tom Stewart, second Hal Fitch, Approved
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