Minutes
STRONGER Board Conference Call
August 28, 2008
Call to Order  and Roll Call–  9:00 AM

*Wilma Subra, Subra Company, Chair, Environmental

*Hal Fitch, Michigan Geological Survey, Vice-Chair, State

*Bob Sandilos, Chevron, Secretary/ Treasurer 

*Jim Collins, JWC Consulting, Industry

*Tom Stewart, Ohio Oil & Gas Association, Industry
Kathy Martin, Sierra Club, Environmental

*Lori Wrotenbery, Oklahoma Oil and Gas Conservation Division, State

*Donald Garvin, Trout Unlimited, Environmental

*Tricia Beaver, Colorado Oil and Gas Commission, State

Rick Simmers, Ohio Division of Oil and Gas, State Review Chair

Nancy Johnson, USDOE

Gerry Baker, IOGCC

Steve Souders, USEPA

*Bonnie Robinson, USEPA

James Sims, BLM

*Jim Erb, Consultant

Mike Paque, GWPC

*Mike Nickolaus, Staff

* Indicates present

1. Discussion and approval of July, 2008 minutes– Tricia Beaver moved approval, Bob Sandilos seconded:  Approved
2. Status of State Reviews and Scheduling – 
· Mississippi –Update regarding contacts between new industry person and Lisa Ivshin (Tom Stewart and Bob Sandilos):  Bob Sandilos has spoken with Joe Sims who said he had spoken with Lisa Ivshin.  Bob Sandilos will contact him regarding these conversations and arranging a meeting.
· Colorado – No new updates at this time.  Still awaiting adoption of draft rules.  These may be adopted in September but until this occurs no further discussions regarding a review can take place.  At this point, perhaps mid 2009 would be possible.  Tom Stewart noted that conducting a review while a state is undergoing rule changes creates logistical problems.
· Wyoming –Update on contact with Dave Searle (Tom Stewart) and Don Likwartz (Tricia Beaver).  Tricia Beaver spoke with Don Likwartz and she believes there is a lot of work to do if we want to get Wyoming involved in a review.  There are still a lot of bad feelings about the process.  A follow-up review in Wyoming is very unlikely.  Tricia Beaver said perhaps if the Governors office would get behind it there would be a possibility but otherwise not.  Lori Wrotenbery wondered if the Wyoming DEQ would accept a review and work with the Governors office to sway the Oil and Gas Commission to come on board.  Since Dave Searle is on the Environmental Quality Board, perhaps he could have some influence.  Bob Sandilos and Tom Stewart will initiate a new contact with Dave Searle about this.  Tricia Beaver asked if a contact with Terry Lorenzon would also be beneficial.  Jim Erb offered to make this contact.  
· Kansas – Update on contact with Kansas Oil and Gas Association (Tom Stewart)  Tom Stewart has spoken with the industry and still believes a direct meeting between the agency and industry would be worthwhile.  Tom Stewart said he would be happy to come to Kansas for this purpose.  Lori Wrotenbery will initiate a conversation with Doug Louis to arrange a meeting to include Lori Wrotenbery, Doug Louis, Ed Cross, Jim Collins and Tom Stewart.
· Other – Progress report on acquisition of additional states for review.  Additional states were discussed including:

· Alaska –
· Alabama – 

· Arkansas – 

3. 2008 Board Meetings Schedule –  
(All meetings are conference calls at 9:00 am Central time unless otherwise noted)

September 25 (Changed to September 26th due to scheduling conflict)
October 21-22 in Oklahoma City.  
November 20 (Tentative)

December 18

4. Critical Issues –
· Discussion of emerging issues in shale gas (Tom Stewart) Tom Stewart said the water use issue has become a focal point in West Virginia and there is a great deal of concern over this and hydraulic fracturing.  OGAP is becoming heavily involved in this issue and the issue is receiving a lot of press coverage.  Don Garvin said New York has been on the list for a follow-up review but with everything going on the state has declined a review.  The onset of shale gas development may exacerbate the problem and prevent the possibility of the review.  This may also be true in other states such as Arkansas, as shale gas development grows.  Jim Erb said in Pennsylvania, two river basin commissions have stated they will also review any projects to develop the Marcellus shale.  Jim Erb said he believes this is a political issue.  Lori Wrotenbery spoke with Brad Field two weeks ago and he said they are committed to the legislature to re-do their EIS to address shale gas development and he said he cannot undertake a review under these circumstances.  Bob Sandilos suggested STRONGER could consider some targeted reviews such as ground water/ surface water jurisdictional issues etc…  This would be a different approach from the traditional STRONGER review.  Tricia Beaver wondered if a survey of the states asking what help or guidance they may need with respect to new plays such as shale gas would be beneficial.  Don Garvin recalled a former survey to the states about ways the STRONGER process could be adjusted to address such issues.  A primary issue is the conflict between water law and oil and gas rights.  Don Garvin said he is hearing a lot of talk about hydraulic fracturing and he believes STRONGER could play a role in this issue.  Tom Stewart said it is a natural fit for STRONGER and he wonders why New York is unwilling to accept a review under these circumstances.  Development of shale gas via hydraulic fracturing is a huge water resource issue.  Jim Erb suggested approaching the water commissions to exert influence over the regulatory agencies to undertake reviews to assist them.  Lori Wrotenbery said New York has taken the position that they have not had the kinds of problems other states have had so they are not viewing outside guidance as being beneficial to them.  Lori Wrotenbery requested a copy of the initial New York review.  Jim Erb said there is an educational opportunity that STRONGER could fulfill.  Don Garvin asked how STRONGER could approach the water commissions to initiate discussions.  Lori Wrotenbery asked if STRONGER would be working through the state agencies or directly through the regional entities?  Jim Erb said the states should at least be notified about what STRONGER is doing in this regard.  Jim Erb said the Susquehanna River Commission is meeting in September and December.  Tom Stewart asked if someone on the commission could invite a STRONGER representative to appear before the commission.  Wilma Subra asked if STRONGER could approach a commissioner to request an appearance.  Don Garvin said he could get a time slot for a presentation before the West Virginia water commission.  Wilma Subra asked if the Board believed targeting the New York, Pennsylvania and West Virginia water commissions would be valuable.  Lori Wrotenbery suggested a workgroup of the Board to work on this.  Lori Wrotenbery, Tom Stewart, Don Garvin and Wilma Subra volunteered for this effort to develop a presentation.  It was suggested that some pre-planning occur before a contact with the commissions is made.  Jim Erb, Mike Nickolaus and Mike Paque will discuss Jim Erb’s participation in the workgroup.  Mike Nickolaus will initiate a conference call of the workgroup to outline the goals and objectives of this effort.  Bonnie Robinson suggested she could contact Regional EPA people about STRONGER in light of the increase in shale gas activity.
· Report on final grant documentation for USEPA (Mike Nickolaus) 

· Discussion regarding October, 2008 meeting e.g. logistics, reports etc…(Mike Nickolaus)  Mike Nickolaus will update the website with the current Board members and add an item to the next agenda regarding communication with other organizations, boards etc… regarding water policy issues (e.g. NRDC, Sierra Club, OGAP etc…)
5. (Executive Session)  
6. Financials Updates:  July report
7. Adjournment – 
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