Minutes
STRONGER Board Conference Call
October 21, 2008
Call to Order and Roll Call–  8:00 AM

*Wilma Subra, Subra Company, Chair, Environmental

*Hal Fitch, Michigan Geological Survey, Vice-Chair, State

*Bob Sandilos, Chevron, Secretary/ Treasurer 

*Jim Collins, JWC Consulting, Industry

*Tom Stewart, Ohio Oil & Gas Association, Industry
*Kathy Martin, Sierra Club, Environmental

*Lori Wrotenbery, Oklahoma Oil and Gas Conservation Division, State

*Donald Garvin, Trout Unlimited, Environmental

*Tricia Beaver, Colorado Oil and Gas Commission, State

Rick Simmers, Ohio Division of Oil and Gas, State Review Chair

Nancy Johnson, USDOE

Gerry Baker, IOGCC

Steve Souders, USEPA

Bonnie Robinson, USEPA

James Sims, BLM

*Jim Erb, Consultant

*Mike Paque, GWPC

*Mike Nickolaus, Staff

1. Discussion and approval of September, 2008 minutes–  Don Garvin moved, Tom Stewart seconded. Approved.
2. Status of State Reviews and Scheduling – 
· Mississippi –Update regarding contacts between new industry person and Lisa Ivshin (Tom Stewart and Bob Sandilos) Bob Sandilos said the Mississippi Oil and Gas Board is not interested in a review at this time.  However, Bob Sandilos and Wilma Subra will initiate a new contact with Lisa Ivshin to discuss this decision and evaluate future opportunities for a review. 
· Colorado – Updates on status of Colorado rule (Tricia Beaver)  No updates from September minutes.  
· Wyoming –Update on contact with Dave Searle (Tom Stewart) and Don Likwartz (Tricia Beaver) Lori Wrotenbery spoke with Dave Searle last week and reminded him of a previous discussion regarding a review.  Dave Searle said he would speak with Kevin Frederick and Don Likwartz.  Don Garvin noted the Trout Unlimited branch in Wyoming may be a good environmental group to involve in a review and he said he would speak with them if it appeared a review could be arranged.  Lori Wrotenbery suggested waiting on further action until the first of 2009 to allow for the hiring of a new Director after Don Likwartz retires.
· Kansas – Update on contacts with Kansas Oil and Gas Association (Tom Stewart) and KCC (Lori Wrotenbery) Tom Stewart has scheduled a meeting with Kansas Independent Oil and Gas Association November 11th at the Independent Petroleum Association of America meeting.  Lori Wrotenbery will talk with Doug Louis about holding a face to face meeting.    
· Other – Progress report on acquisition of additional states for review.  Additional states were discussed including:

· Alaska –
· Alabama – 

· Arkansas – Update on contact with Larry Bengal (Lori Wrotenbery) No further updates at this time.
3. 2008 Board Meetings Schedule –  (All conference calls at 9 AM Central unless otherwise noted) 
November 21
December 18

4. Critical Issues –
· Discussion of STRONGER Workgroup calls concerning shale gas. (Wilma Subra)  
· Presentation and discussion by Paul Hagemeier, Cheseapeake Energy concerning shale gas issues.  Lori Wrotenbery described the state review process to Paul Hagemeier.  Paul Hagemeier explained where Chesapeake operates and his perception of what the state regulatory agencies have to deal with and he finds these are often the same things that industry has to deal with.  The major issues in the gas shale plays are the publics’ concern on health and safety and the environmental issue of water usage.   There is a public belief that the oil and gas industry is unregulated.  While this is obviously not true the perception persists.  He believes this is a public education issue and he also thinks STRONGER is uniquely situated to assist in this effort.  Don Garvin said he would be glad to give a STRONGER slideshow to the West Virginia legislative interim committee.  (Staff will locate the slide presentation used for the OGAP and work with Board members to update per Don’s needs including adding a slide with West Virginia’s review information)  Don Garvin will coordinate with Jim Erb on this for Jim’s possible participation.  Jim Erb and Don Garvin will prepare a cost estimate for this effort and submit for Board approval during the November 21st conference call.
· Stakeholder reports (Combined Environmental, State and Industry)
·  Tom Stewart said industry continues to be concerned with the political environment and the lack of reviews is a major issue.  The feeling is it will take a major crisis for STRONGER to become critical again.  Industry is concerned that the process remains viable.  The recent influx of funding from API is a signal that industry wants the process to continue.  Mike Paque believes the difficulty with reviews may be somewhat related to the political climate in the states.  Changes in the political makeup of states could lead to some possibilities for reviews in states that have not been receptive in the past.  Hal Fitch believes his peers do not see a threat to the RCRA exemption and are thus reticent to undergo a review out of concern that recommendations will be taken as criticism of the agencies.  It was noted that this situation may change as a result of congressional action in the next administration; which would shift the dynamic back in favor of the STRONGER process as a means of ensuring maintenance of the RCRA exemption.  Jim Erb noted that another concern of the agencies is that the E&P program is not within the control of the oil and gas agency in every state and a review of things that are not within their control was not desirable.  Jim Erb also noted the carryover from early reviews that were critical has left a legacy of hesitance on the part of states.  Mike Paque suggested a group call with states like Alaska and North Dakota to see what their concerns are.  Don Garvin wondered if STRONGER had done enough to sell the program.  Lori Wrotenbery said with respect to North Dakota that they said they had their own process for environmental review and were not interested in a STRONGER review.  Tricia Beaver asked how the STRONGER process differs from the older state review process.  Hal Fitch said a principal difference is that the stakeholders believe the current process is more balanced from the standpoint of all three stakeholders (Environmental, State and Industry).  Jim Erb said STRONGER should include other state agencies beyond the traditional oil and gas agencies in the process of discussion regarding reviews.  Jim Collins suggested that we get testimonials from states that have been reviewed under the new process to use as a selling tool to other states.  It was also suggested that perhaps the best way to obtain states to review might be to hold a direct face to face meeting between a small group from the board representing all stakeholder groups and the heads of the oil and gas and environmental agencies in the states where a review is needed.  It was felt that such a meeting would allow STRONGER to determine what the issues are in each state and to address any state concerns about the process, and purpose of a STRONGER review.  This may be especially important in states that have either never been reviewed or those that underwent a review under the pre-STRONGER process.  Jim Erb said he believes the gas shale states should be lining up to undergo a review but cannot understand why they are not.  Mike Paque mentioned the Marcellus shale study.  Jim Collins said we need to develop the STRONGER story to sell to the states.  Tricia Beaver wondered if STRONGER reviews might benefit oil and gas agencies by bringing environmental issues into the oil and gas agencies to consolidate authority.  Tricia Beaver said there needs to be a clear identification of the benefits to a state review.  Jim Collins said STRONGER needs to map out what is needed to address the future change in the national political climate that will result in a re-focus on oil and gas E&P issues.  Bob Sandilos suggested we work with local and regional organizations in a bottom up approach. Wilma Subra agreed but said we need to make sure the state agencies are involved in this type of effort.  Don Garvin suggested STRONGER complete the performance measures section of the guidelines because the environmental community looks at this as a weakness since without the measures you cannot demonstrate protection of human health and the environment.  Hal Fitch noted it is really difficult to implement performance measures at the state agency level because you can’t demonstrate performance when the resolution of problems you are trying to measure does not occur because a problem has been prevented.  The Board asked staff to add items to the next conference call concerning updating the progress report and discuss participation in the GWPC Water/ Energy Symposium.  Staff was asked to obtain a cost estimate for a table top display that could be used by STRONGER at meetings such as the GWPC and others.  Hal Fitch offered to supply a standing display from his agency on an as needed basis; which would make the purchase of a full display unnecessary.  Staff will investigate the cost of signage and other materials to mount on this display.
· Board elections for expiring positions (Except for State position due for vote at State Review Committee meeting in November)

· State (Deferred until State Review Committee meeting in November) (Hal Fitch)

· Environmental (Don Garvin) Kathy Martin and Wilma Subra recommended Don Garvin’s term be renewed.  Motion to accept by Hal Fitch, second by Jim Collins.  Approved
· Industry (Tom Stewart) Jim Collins recommended Tom Stewart’s term be renewed. Motion to accept by Kathy Martin, second by Lori Wrotenbery.  Approved
· Election of officers will occur after the State representative is selected by the state review committee.

· Conference call schedule for 2009 (See schedule handout)
(Executive Session)
5. Financials Updates:  September report
6. Presentation by Mike Paque on appropriations.
7. Discussion of 2009 budget (Bob Sandilos) The Board directed staff to work with Bob Sandilos on a proposed 2009 budget for discussion during the November 21st conference call.      

Adjournment – 
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