Minutes
STRONGER Board Meeting
Hilton Garden Inn, St. Louis

November 12-13, 2009
Call to Order  and Roll Call  9 AM Central
*Hal Fitch, Michigan Geological Survey, Chair, State

*Bob Sandilos, Chevron, Vice-chair, Industry 

*Kathy Martin, Sierra Club, Secretary/ Treasurer, Environmental

*Jim Collins, JWC Consulting, Industry

*Tom Stewart, Ohio Oil & Gas Association, Industry
*Lori Wrotenbery, Oklahoma Oil and Gas Conservation Division, State

*Donald Garvin, Trout Unlimited, Environmental

*Wilma Subra, Subra Company, Environmental

* David Neslin (Proposed state representative)

Rick Simmers, Ohio Division of Oil and Gas, State Review Chair

*Nancy Johnson, USDOE

Gerry Baker, IOGCC

Steve Souders, USEPA

Bonnie Robinson, USEPA

James Sims, BLM

*Jim Erb, Consultant

Mike Paque, GWPC

*Mike Nickolaus, Staff

* Denotes member present

1. Discussion and approval of September, 2009 minutes–   Wilma Subra moved that the minutes be amended to show that a conference call was not held in October due to the meetings of the Hydraulic Fracturing Workgroup.  Don Garvin moved approval as amended, Bob Sandilos seconded, Approved. 
2. Status of State Reviews and Scheduling – 
· Mississippi – Update on contact with Ben Thompson of Mid Continent (Bob Sandilos) No update.  
· Colorado – Update on contact with the Colorado Oil and Gas Association (Bob Sandilos) (Lori Wrotenbery)  The Director of the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (COGCC), David Neslin said that a follow-up review of the Colorado program might be possible during the second half of 2010.  The Colorado rules went into effect in April, 2009 and the COGCC is working on implementation.  He asked about the level of effort for a review and Jim Erb described the process including the questionnaire, in-state review and draft report review.  Bob Sandilos suggested a meeting to streamline the questionnaire which would include David Neslin.  To help facilitate a Colorado review Wilma Subra said she would ask Bruce Baizel of the Oil and Gas Accountability Project (OGAP) to support a review.  
· Wyoming – Follow-up on discussion with new Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Supervisor Tom Doll (Hal Fitch) No update
· Kansas – Update on possible trip to discuss review with Doug Louis (Lori Wrotenbery) No update
· Other – Progress report on acquisition of additional states for review.  Additional states were discussed including:

· Ohio –Discussion of follow-up review based on rule revisions (Rick Simmers) Tom Stewart said a follow-up review of the Ohio program was still on track for late 2010.  Ohio is currently revising its statute with rule development to follow.
· New York – Follow-up with Brad Field (Rick Simmers) No update
· Pennsylvania – Jim Erb indicated that Pennsylvania was updating its rules relative to gas migration issues and that this may facilitate discussion of a follow-up review.  Based on the discussions regarding ongoing statutory and rule changes in many states, Bob Sandilos suggested the Board track ongoing legislation & rule makings by state relative to E&P issues.  Staff was asked to check on state services that track legislation & rule makings.

3. 2010 Board Meetings Schedule –  Conference call and meeting schedule for 2010 (Note:  All calls at 9 AM central time unless otherwise indicated)
December 17, 2009 (Remaining 2009 call)
January 15, 2010

February 19, 2010

March 19, 2010

April 16, 2010

May 21, 2010

June 18, 2010

July 16, 2010

August 20, 2010

September 17, 2010

October 15, 2010

November 17-19 (Possible annual meeting in conjunction with the IOGCC Meeting)

December 10, 2010

4. Critical Issues –
· Discussion of progress by the Hydraulic Fracturing (HF) Workgroup (Lori Wrotenbery and Jim Erb)
· Review of proposed guideline document:  Discussion concerning the draft centered around the issues of detail and Board responsibility in revising the draft.  Some concerns were raised by Kathy Martin that the document did not contain enough detail to cover variations between well types (vertical vs. horizontal).  After some discussion it was determined that since the guidelines are intended to provide a broad evaluation of programs rather than specific guidance on individual fracture jobs that the wording was appropriate.  The Board also discussed its role in revising the guidelines.  The general consensus was that the HF Workgroup would make changes to the wording of the guidelines based on comments received and recommend changes to the wording for consideration by the Board. 
· Next steps:  After a discussion regarding the process of obtaining comments on the guidelines it was recommended that Mike Nickolaus e-mail the draft report to contacts provided by Board members and to several GWPC contacts.  Hal Fitch would contact Michael Smith, Executive Director of the IOGCC about e-mailing the guidelines to the IOGCC Official State Representatives and the Oil and Gas Directors lists.  The mailing would include the guidelines document, a copy of Jim Erbs' full report, a copy of the charge to the HF Workgroup and a list of the Workgroup members.  Lori Wrotenbery was asked to develop a cover letter for the comments request. Based on this discussion, Don Garvin moved that the draft guidelines be sent out for comment, Jim Collins seconded, Approved.   
· Timetable for guidelines development and distribution:  Comments on the guidelines will be requested by December 16th so Board will have all comments for discussion on the December 17th conference call.  Mike Nickolaus was asked to arrange a conference call for the HF Workgroup on December 21-22 for them to discuss the comments on the draft guidelines.
· Focused hydraulic fracturing reviews:  The Board discussed a suggestion that upon approval of the guidelines, consideration be given to performing reviews of states focused solely on the hydraulic fracturing guidelines.  It was felt that this would provide a good test of the guidelines.  It was also suggested the states which participated in the HF Workgroup be approached as the initial states for this process.  Although there was a general consensus regarding this issue Don Garvin raised some concerns about reviews that did not incorporate all of the guidelines.
· Tom Stewart said he would contact the U.S. Department of Energy, National Energy Technology Laboratory about making a presentation to them concerning STRONGER and the HF workgroup process.

· Progress report on development of the two-part report to include a summary of the STRONGER process and an analysis of past reviews and their effectiveness (Jim Erb).  Jim Erb presented his report to the board for discussion.  Several suggestions were made by Lori Wrotenbery, which Jim Erb said he would include in a final report.  Jim Erb will also prepare a one pager and send to Mike Nickolaus for an estimate on graphics incorporation.  The full report will also be sent to Mike Nickolaus for the addition of graphics.  Until graphics are incorporated into the final report, Mike Nickolaus will add the STRONGER logo to the report and send it out with the hydraulic fracturing guidelines request for comments.  
· Development of possible presentation for the 2010 IOGCC meeting.  It was suggested that the presentation cover the development of the Hydraulic Fracturing Guidelines and that the Board Chair (Hal Fitch) would submit a request to the IOGCC for time in the general session and several other specific sessions for a presentation.  It was also determined that a state person should make the presentation.   
· EPA Office of Solid and Hazardous Waste discussion about STRONGER (Bob Sandilos) No update
· Future funding opportunities  (Handout- One page update on appropriations)
· Current events (Handout- One page list of activities related to ongoing E&P issues)  The Board discussed the general issues listed on the handout.  Based on the discussions regarding ongoing statutory and rule changes in many state, Bob Sandilos suggested the Board track ongoing legislation & rule makings by state relative to E&P issues.  Staff was asked to check on state services that track legislation & rule makings.
(Executive Session)
· Discussion of appointment to replace Tricia Beaver

· Discussion of appropriations progress/ status for 2010-2011 funding (Handout One pager on funding activities)
· Discussion of API funding for 2010
· Discussion of current financials (Handout- October 2009 Report)
· Discussion of budget for 2010 (Handout- 2009 Budget) Kathy Martin (Treasurer) and Mike Nickolaus were asked to prepare a proposed budget for discussion on the December 17, 2009 conference call.
· Election of 2010 Officers  (Handout- Current Board Roster) Deferred until State Review Committee selection of state representative to replace Tricia Beaver.
   Adjournment – 
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