Minutes
STRONGER Board Meeting

December 13, 2007
Call to Order and Roll Call–  8:30 AM
Board present:

Jim Collins, JWC Consulting, STRONGER Chair, Industry

Wilma Subra, Subra Company, STRONGER Vice-Chair, Environmental

Hal Fitch, Michigan Geological Survey, STRONGER Secretary/Treasurer, State (Via teleconference)
Tom Stewart, Ohio Oil & Gas Association, Industry
Don Garvin, Trout Unlimited, Environmental

Kathy Martin, Sierra Club, Environmental

Lori Wrotenbery, Oklahoma Corporation Commission, State

Rick Bender, Kentucky Division of Oil and Gas Conservation, State

Robert Sandilos, Chevron, Industry (Via teleconference)
Staff/ Observers present:

Gerry Baker, IOGCC

Mike Nickolaus, Ground Water Protection Council

Mike Paque, Ground Water Protection Council

Jim Erb, STRONGER Consultant

Jim Collins declared a quorum of board members present.

1. Discussion and approval of November 15, 2007 minutes–  Lori Wrotenbery noted one change to the minutes to specify that Rick Simmers was the “Incoming” Chair of the State Review Committee.  Don Garvin moved approval of the minutes as amended, Rick Bender seconded.  Approved.
2. Status of State Reviews and Scheduling – 
· Mississippi – Discussion of timing of new approach for a review relative to conclusion of RBDMS installation.  Action Item: Mike Paque said he would discuss the issue of a state review with Lisa Ivshin at the GWPC UIC Conference in January and suggested industry could assist in this process by contacting Joe Sims with the Mississippi Oil and Gas Association.  Tom Stewart volunteered to make this contact.
· Colorado – Discussion of current situation in Colorado with respect to a new Oil and Gas Director.  A suggestion was made to send a delegation to Colorado when a new Director is selected.  Action Item: Lori Wrotenbery further suggested that a conversation with Tricia Beaver of the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission would be helpful and volunteered to make this contact.  Lori Wrotenbery also noted for the record that while Colorado has not yet agreed to a follow-up review, it was not an opponent of the state review process.
· Wyoming –Follow-up on contact noted in October 19th minutes (Tom Stewart). Action Item:  Tom Stewart said he would contact Dave Searle of Marathon who is also a member of the Wyoming Environmental Quality Council to open a discussion on a possible state review.
· Kansas – Follow-up on contact noted in October 19th minutes (Lori Wrotenbery).  There was no additional update on a Kansas review.
· Other – Progress report on acquisition of additional states for review.  Additional states were discussed including:
· Alaska – Action Item: Mike Paque said he would contact Alaska Commissioner Dan Seamount.  The Board suggested writing a letter to Commissioner John Norman and sending him copies of the Kentucky and Tennessee reviews.  The letter would also address the issues surrounding Alaska’s initial review. The suggestion was made that this letter be provided to IOGCC prior to submission.  Bob Sandilos suggested contacting Marilyn Crocker (get her affiliation).  
· Alabama – Action Item: Mike Paque said he would make a new contact with Dave Bolin to explore the possibility of a review.
· Arkansas – Action Item: Lori Wrotenbery said she would have a discussion with Larry Bengal about a review.
3. Critical Issues –
· Discussions concerning congressional action on RCRA Subtitle C exemption (Tom Stewart):   A discussion of the Congressional hearing held in November by Congressman Henry Waxman revealed that the NRDC offered testimony on the topic of the exemption although the hearing was ostensibly about hydraulic fracturing.  The board felt that this was significant because it points out to those who believe the exemption is not under attack that the topic can be raised at any time to/ by political leaders who have the power to introduce legislation to withdraw the exemption.  As a consequence, the board believes the state review process is more relevant than ever and should be promoted to the state members of the IOGCC as a means of protecting states and the environment.  The board felt it would be appropriate to open a dialogue with the four environmental groups that had testified before the Waxman committee (NRDC, Trout Unlimited, Earth Works and the Oil and Gas Accountability Project). Action Item:  Wilma Subra offered to make the initial contact with these groups.  Action Item:  Staff was asked to develop a one pager for distribution to the environmental groups and to develop a packet about STRONGER and the state review process to be given to Steve Heare of EPA at the GWPC UIC Conference in January in New Orleans. 
· Discussion of increased coordination with IOGCC staff on STRONGER issues: The Board had a constructive discussion with Gerry Baker (Acting Executive Director of IOGCC) concerning the relationship between STRONGER and IOGCC.  Members of each stakeholder group expressed their concerns about the latest congressional interest in the RCRA Subtitle C exemption and the long term relationship of STRONGER and the IOGCC.  The board felt it was essential for STRONGER and IOGCC to move forward together in a concerted effort to demonstrate the value of state oil and gas environmental programs via the state review process.  Gerry Baker, Acting Executive Director of the IOGCC, expressed his hope that a spirit of cooperation could be achieved.  Jim Erb suggested that a Board member provide a briefing during the General Session of the IOGCC Mid-Year meeting to summarize the history of the RCRA issues and IOGCC involvement, update the group on what has happened during the intervening years regarding guidelines and state reviews, and inform them of the current efforts to revisit the exemption in order to have IOGCC once again unify to avert the effort, and to demonstrate support of the existing process through participation in state reviews.  Jim Erb further suggested that contacts be made with selected Official Reps prior to that meeting – perhaps at the D.C. quarterly meeting, to lay groundwork for that presentation. 

· Status of proposed Guidelines:  The Board decided to shelve the idea of proceeding with approval of the proposed guidelines until further discussions with IOGCC could be held.
· Replacement of Rick Bender on STRONGER Board:   While the board recognized selection of state replacements to STRONGER was the province of the State Review Committee, it discussed the potential value of having a state person on the board who does not currently support the state review process.    
· Status of Rick Simmers appointment on State Review Committee:   Action Item: Staff was asked to check the status of Rick Simmers appointment to the committee.
4. 2007 Board Meetings –  Discussion of schedule for 2008 
(All meetings are conference calls at 9:00 am Central time unless otherwise noted).  The board developed a conference call and board meeting schedule for 2008 as follows:

January 24

February 28

March 27

April 24

May 22

June 26

July 24

August 28

September 25

October 23

November 18-19 (Annual Board meeting in conjunction with IOGCC Meeting in Santa Fe, New Mexico)

December 18  
5. General Business 
· Discussion of appropriations progress/ status for 2009 funding
· Discussion of API funding for 2009
· Discussion of current financials
· Discussion of budget for 2008
Action Item: The Board directed staff to work with Bob Sandilos to develop a proposed budget for 2008 to be discussed at the next conference call scheduled for January 24, 2008.

· Election of 2008 STRONGER Officers
· Don Garvin nominated and Tom Stewart seconded the following slate of board officers for 2008
i. Board Chair- Wilma Subra
ii. Board Vice Chair- Hal Fitch
iii. Board Secretary Treasurer- Bob Sandilos
Approved

· Don Garvin nominated and Tom Stewart seconded the following slate of corporate officers for 2008
i. President- Wilma Subra

ii. Vice President- Hal Fitch

iii. Secretary/ Treasurer- Bob Sandilos


Approved
6. Adjournment – 
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