Minutes

STRONGER Board Meeting

Teleconference

August 18, 2006

1. Call to Order – Lori Wrotenbery called the teleconference to order at 9:00am CDT and noted the presence of the following on the call:


Lori Wrotenbery
Wilma Subra
Leslie Savage


Robert Sandilos
Hal Fitch
Kathy Martin


Bill Hochheiser
Mark Carl
Bonnie Robinson


Mike Paque
Bob Wilson
Dan Yates


Jim Erb


Don Garvin had previously notified the Board that he would be unable to participate and given his proxy to Wilma Subra.

2. Approval of July 21st Minutes – Approval of minutes was tabled until the next call to allow for edits by Wrotenbery and Yates.

3. Status of State Reviews and Scheduling – 
Lori Wrotenbery discussed the current available funds for state reviews.  STRONGER currently has the funds to perform one full review in the fall, one full review in the spring, and one light review in the spring.

Kentucky – The Kentucky review is complete.  Leslie Savage summarized the review process for the Board.  Motion by Wilma Subra to approve the Kentucky review for print and distribution, Second by Sandilos – PASSED.

ACTION ITEMS – Yates and Erb will prepare a print-ready copy of the Kentucky Review.  Yates will have the review printed and distribute copies to the appropriate KY agencies and the official STRONGER distribution list.  Staff will follow-up with review team members to make sure all expenses have been paid.

New York – Jim Erb has been attempting to follow-up with Brad Field on a review schedule and asked that other Board members consider calling Brad as well.

Others – Board members pointed out that the leading producing state that has not been reviewed is Alabama.

ACTION ITEMS – Lori Wrotenbery and Mike Paque will set up a conference call with Nevada to explain the state review process with the environmental and oil and gas agencies.   Wrotenbery, Bryson, and Paque will visit the Kansas Corporation Commission to discuss a possible state review.

Mark Carl asked if there was a need for a State Review Committee meeting at the IOGCC conference in Austin.  Several present on the call confirmed that a committee meeting was needed.

4. 2006 Stronger Work Plan and Budget –  

An updated work plan and budget was distributed to the Board.  The Board was asked to review the work plan and budget and provide comment.  ACTION ITEM: Do we have a commitment from API for next year?

5. STRONGER Accounting and Procurement Manual -

The staff reported that the current draft accounting and procurement manual is in good shape and only needs a few minor changes (including changing contractor names) before it may be approved by the Board.  Lori Wrotenbery added that some of the procurement levels should be reviewed by the Board before approval.  ACTION ITEMS:  Staff will edit the draft accounting and procurement manual for Board discussion and approval on the next conference call.  Staff will be meeting with the GWPC accountant in order to get all financial files up to date and will provide the Board with updated budget review sheets for June, July, and August.
6. Guidelines Revisions –
Leslie Savage gave a review of the current state of the Guidelines revision process.  She asked the Board for feedback on the New Mexico responses.  Draft Guidelines revisions will be handed out at the upcoming IOGCC conference in October and will be placed on the agenda for the IOGCC business meeting.  Commissioner Carillo will touch base with Don Likwartz regarding the draft revisions.  
ACTION ITEM: Wrotenbery and Savage will put together the draft guidelines before the next call.  Notification is due 30 days prior to business meeting.
7. Other items – 

ACTION ITEM: Staff will draft a letter for Lori’s signature thanking Bear West.

ACTION ITEM:  Arrangements will be made for Kathy Martin to attend the IOGCC and Board meetings in Austin in October.  
ACTION ITEM: Lori Wrotenbery will open a performance evaluation document for staff.

ACTION ITEM:  Staff will research possible appreciation gifts for Erb, Adamson, and Carter.

8. 2006 Board meetings * Updated - (All meetings are conference calls at 9:00 am Central time unless otherwise noted)
· September 15th 

· October 17th-
· 18th (Board Retreat - Austin, TX)

· November 17th 

· December 14-15th (Annual Meeting – Oklahoma City, OK)

ACTION ITEMS:  Staff will make arrangements for the Board Retreat to be held on October 17-18 in Austin.  Staff will make arrangements for the Annual Meeting to be held in Oklahoma City on December 14-15 at the GWPC offices.

9. Appropriations Update –

ACTION ITEM: Tom Stewart will continue to monitor developments and will report to the Board.

10. Adjournment – On motion and second, the meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m.
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