Minutes
STRONGER Board Meeting

Teleconference

November 17, 2006

1. Call to Order – Lori Wrotenbery called the teleconference to order at 9:00am CDT and noted the presence of the following on the call:

Lori Wrotenbery, Oklahoma Corporation Commission, Chair, State

Jim Collins, JWC Consulting, Vice-Chair, Industry
Wilma Subra, Subra Company, Secretary/Treasurer, Environmental

Leslie Savage, Texas Railroad Commission, State

Tom Stewart, Ohio Oil & Gas Association, Industry

Robert Sandilos, Chevron, Industry

Hal Fitch, Michigan Geologic Survey, State

Don Garvin, Trout Unlimited, Environmental

Kathy Martin, Environmental

Bill Hochheiser, U.S. Department of Energy

Mark Carl, Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission

Jim Erb, Private Consultant (Kentucky Review Team)

Dan Yates, Ground Water Protection Council
2. Approval of Minutes – 
The board offered some changes to the October 18th minutes and tabled approval until the annual meeting in December.
3. Status of State Reviews and Scheduling – 
Mississippi – Mike Paque and Lori Wrotenbery have followed-up with Lisa Ivshin (Mississippi Oil and Gas Board), both will travel to Mississippi for a State Oil & Gas Board meeting to discuss a STRONGER review and a GWPC UIC Peer Review.
Kansas – Lori Wrotenbery, Mike Paque, and Bill Bryson (Kansas Geologic Survey) met with M.L. Korphage of the Kansas Corporation Commission.  He will let the board know before the annual meeting if KS is available for a review in the spring.
There will be an API/ECEC (Executive Committee on Environmental Conservation) Conference on December 6th.  Bob Sandilos will provide an update to them on STRONGER initiatives.

Members of the board asked that the size and scope of total effort should be evaluated in comparison to the number of state reviews accomplished per year at the annual meeting.
Don Garvin, Leslie Savage, and Bob Sandilos reviewed the press release template for state review publication and reported that no changes are needed to the current template, although it could be updated at a later date.  
ACTION ITEM - Send updated press release on the Kentucky review to one or two major newspapers in Kentucky.  Make sure Rick Bender is noticed of revised press release.
4. 2006 Stronger Work Plan and Budget –  

ACTION ITEM – The Board will review and adopt a work plan and budget for 2007 at their December meeting in Oklahoma City.
5. STRONGER Accounting and Procurement Manual -

ACTION ITEM – Dan Yates and Lori Wrotenbery worked on the manual and staff will update the manual and propose revisions at the December meeting including updates to the Treasurer’s responsibilities and structure for the competitive bidding / procurement processes.
6. Guidelines Revisions –
ACTION ITEM – Leslie Savage will update the board at the December meeting on the development of a state working session on guidelines revisions.  A session will most likely be held at the March D.C. conference and Commissioner Carrillo has agreed to ask interested parties to participate in such a session.
7. 2006 Board meetings * Updated - (All meetings are conference calls at 9:00 am Central time unless otherwise noted)
· December 14-15th (Annual Meeting – Oklahoma City, OK)

8. Appropriations Update – Tom Stewart indicated that their was nothing to report on appropriations.
ACTION ITEM: Tom Stewart will continue to monitor developments and will report to the Board.

9. Items Not on Agenda -
ACTION ITEM – Staff will make changes to chart on progress documented through follow-up state reviews and email to board.

ACTION ITEM – Mark Carl will send state review committee chart to staff.

ACTION ITEM – Lori Wrotenbery reported to the Board Rick Bender (Kentucky) had been chosen by the IOGCC State Review Committee to fill the seat that will be open on January 1st due to the end of Leslie Savage’s term.
ACTION ITEM – The Board will consider re-elections of seats held by Jim Collins and Wilma Subra. 

ACTION ITEM - Representatives from the GWPC Executive Committee will join STRONGER in December in OKC to discuss the application of a STRONGER type process for other environmental programs.

Leslie Savage has prepared a draft of changes to public participation in STRONGER reviews.  This item will be discussed at the annual meeting. 
ACTION ITEM – A small group led by Don Garvin will review the document outlining public participation in state reviews.

10. Adjournment – On motion and second, the meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m.
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