Minutes
STRONGER Board Meeting

Teleconference

September 12, 2006

1. Call to Order – Lori Wrotenbery called the teleconference to order at 9:00am CDT and noted the presence of the following on the call:

Lori Wrotenbery
Wilma Subra
Leslie Savage

Tom Stewart
Bob Sandilos
Hal Fitch

Don Garvin
Kathy Martin
Bill Hochheiser

Mark Carl
Bob Wilson
Jim Erb

Dan Yates

2. Approval of Minutes – Motion to approve minutes from 8-18-06 and 7-21-06 by Leslie Savage, Second by Don Garvin, PASSED.
3. Status of State Reviews and Scheduling – 
Kentucky – Dan Yates gave an update on the current status of the Kentucky State Review.  The final review has been printed and copies have been sent to the appropriate Kentucky agencies.

Action Item – Staff will develop a press release and will submit to the Board Chair and Rick Bender for approval.
Action Item – Staff will obtain quotes and make most economical decision to distribute a press release in Kentucky.

New York – Bob Wilson reported that he has talked to Brad Field who said that he currently has no man-hours available for any extra work.  Field does not feel comfortable committing to any time frame but plans to talk to Rick Bender at the upcoming IOGCC conference to get an idea of the total staff time needed for a review.
Action Item – The Board (who exactly?) will ask Rick Bender to discuss the review process and its benefits with Brad Field.
Kansas – Mike Paque has communicated to Maurice Korphage (KCC) that he, Lori Wrotenbery, and Bill Bryson would like to meet with him in Wichita to discuss the possibility of a follow-up review for the Kansas Corporation Commission.
Nevada – Wrotenbery and Yates reported that Mike Paque has discussed the possibility of a light review of Nevada with Russ Land.  Land was intrigued by the idea and Mike Paque and Lori Wrotenbery will discuss the review process with him at the GWPC Annual Forum in Miami, October 1-4, 2006.  The Board was intrigued by the idea of a review in Nevada but had several questions about the MOU and the arrangements between the agencies in Nevada for primacy and regulations of oil and gas production activities.  Some Board members offered that STRONGER should perhaps focus resources on the larger producing states if possible for reviews.
Alabama – Alabama most likely does not have enough staff time to take on review but remains open to further discussion for a review in the future.
Mississippi – Mississippi has an new Oil and Gas Director, Lisa Ivshin.

Action Item – Mike Paque will discuss the possibility of a state review with Ivshin.
Alaska – Wrotenbery reported that according to Mike Paque, Alaska may be a possibility for a state review.  

Action Item – Paque and Wrotenbery will discuss the review process with representatives from Alaska at the GWPC Annual Forum in Miami.
Arkansas – Larry Bengal should be in attendance at the IOGCC meeting in Austin.  When last approached, he was not interested in proceeding with a review until some jurisdictional issues within the state were settled.
Because no current states are lined up for reviews and the current STRONGER contractor requires a 1 month notice to suspend the contract, Lori Wrotenbery suggested that an item be added to the October agenda to discuss contingency plan for administration/moth balling if no state reviews are lined up soon.
4. 2006 Stronger Work Plan and Budget –  
Action Item - Yates will present the workplan and budget to the board at the October meeting for approval.  The Board will review proposed budgets for 2006 and 2007.

5. STRONGER Accounting and Procurement Manual 

ACTION ITEMS:  Staff will edit the draft accounting and procurement manual for Board review and approval at the October meeting. 
6. Guidelines Revisions –Leslie Savage has asked that Guidelines Revisions be added to the agenda for the IOGCC business meeting.   Leslie has also revised a presentation for use with the state review committee.  Savage reported that no comments on the draft response had been received.  The Board at-large acknowledged that the comments were ok.  The board discussed the current process of approving guidelines including the activities of the state review committee and IOGCC business meetings.
ACTION ITEM – Savage will send guidelines and cover letter to IOGCC and will ask Commissioner Carrillo to recognize her to speak on the updated guidelines at the business meeting.
On Thursday, September 21st, Lori Wrotenbery and Tom Stewart will meet with representatives from West Virginia on guidelines revisions.  The meeting was requested by Charles Burd.  Stewart will be representing Ohio Oil and Gas Association and Wrotenbery will join by phone to represent STRONGER, Inc. 

7. Other items – 

ACTION ITEM: Staff will draft a letter for Lori’s signature thanking Bear West.

ACTION ITEM: Staff will send out an update on October meeting, reservations, etc.

ACTION ITEM: Staff will make a draft agenda for Austin meeting and send it out within one week of this call.
The board discussed the decision to have a short meeting (one day) in October, some members expressed concern that not enough time is being laid out for face to face strategic organizational meetings.  Garvin proposed a two-day+ meeting in December, since most of the October meeting will be discussion of IOGCC conference issues and approving normal business functions, leaving little time for strategic planning.
Wrotenbery offered that anything not covered satisfactorily in October will be allotted more time at the December meeting.  She added that most time this year has been spent on getting state reviews scheduled and completed.  Some board members expressed that they were not clear on what a strategic planning session was as opposed to what is done on an ongoing basis.

Bob Wilson discussed the tentative schedule for “state review committee” at the IOGCC meeting in October.  It will be one hour (11-12) before the business meeting at noon.  He asked for a report from STRONGER on upcoming reviews.  Rick Bender will not be available to discuss the Kentucky Review.  Leslie will ask Rick to report on the KY review at the roundtable and prepare a short statement to be read at the review committee meeting.    Leslie Savage will give a brief report on the status of the guidelines revisions.  The next order of business will be elections.  Leslie’s term is expiring and someone will need to be elected to that post.  Mike Sponsler will talk about the Ohio approach to SPCC.  Wilson would like to have some discussion on how the state review committee can be used to recruit states for STRONGER Reviews.  Other items for the meeting include discussion of State’s needs pertaining to the guidelines and reviews. 
ACTION ITEM – Don Garvin requested that Dan setup a conference call for the environmental board members to use before the October meeting in Austin as he may be unable to attend.
ACTION ITEM:  Staff will make arrangements for the Annual Meeting to be held in Oklahoma City on December 14-15 at the GWPC offices.

8. 2006 Board meetings * Updated - (All meetings are conference calls at 9:00 am Central time unless otherwise noted)
· September 15th 

· October 17th-
· 18th (Board Retreat - Austin, TX)

· November 17th 

· December 14-15th (Annual Meeting – Oklahoma City, OK)

MOTION to move to Executive Session by Garvin, Second by Subra, PASSED.
9. Appropriations Update –

ACTION ITEM: Tom Stewart will continue to monitor developments and will report to the Board.

10. Adjournment – On motion and second, the meeting was adjourned at 10:55 a.m.
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