Draft Minutes
STRONGER

May 19, 2005
Conference Call 
1. Call to Order – Don Garvin called the meeting to order and noted the presence of the following on the call:

Jim Erb
Lori Wrotenbery


Terry Adamson
Tom Stewart


Wilma Subra
Rachel Fenton


Jim Carter
Leslie Savage


Jim Collins 
2. Approval of April 21 &  22, 2005 Board meeting minutes – Tom Stewart moved approval, Lori Wrotenbery seconded, and the minutes were approved. 
3. Status of Action Items from April 21st and 22nd meeting
ACTION ITEM: Bear West will distribute the current versions of the questionnaires to the Board to make sure the right ones are being used. Questionnaires will be distributed prior to the Board’s May conference call. – complete 
ACTION ITEMS: Bear West will modify the Guidelines as directed by the Board, will format them in a strike-out/underline format and will distribute them broadly for public comment. The distribution will note that comments are to be received by Bear West by June 17th. Bear West will also email the final performance measures section to Don Neeper to let him know that this it is the draft that the Board is now considering. – complete Follow-up Action Item: Bear West will send the EPA comments to Wilma.
ACTION ITEM: Jim Carter will send Mark Carl a spreadsheet of the approved budget. – complete
ACTION ITEMS:  Bear West will ensure that its communications do not suggest EPA support of the appropriations efforts. The meetings memo will be amended to include a list of who attended the meetings. Bear West will add a date and title on the footer on all of the documents that are sent to the Board. – complete
ACTION ITEM: Bear West will distribute the Ohio report to the State and official observers on Monday, April 25th. – complete
ACTION ITEM: Bear West will subsequently send the Oklahoma report to the state and observers. complete
ACTION ITEMS: Bear West will finalize [the Indiana] report formatting and will send it to the Board for review and publication by April 29th. Bear West will contact Bruce Stevens, the new director, to brief him on the report. – complete
ACTION ITEMS: Bear West will report monthly to the Board on the status of reviews. Bear West will also request the team leader to update the Board monthly as to the state review progress. ongoing
ACTION ITEMS: Terry Adamson will contact Morris Korphage (Kansas) to discuss a review date. Bear West will follow up once a date is set. – complete
ACTION ITEMS: Wilma Subra will call Bruce Baizel to discuss the RAPPS document and will report to the Board. Jim Erb will report to Jeff Smith that the Board is interested in further discussions on Stormwater management.  Bear West will provide the draft Guidelines and some briefing materials to Lori for the EPA meeting. – complete
ACTION ITEMS: Bear West will submit a [IOGCC Chairman’s award] proposal and make it clear that IOGCC and Stronger are separate entities. – open follow-up send draft to Jim Erb first.
ACTION ITEM: Bear West will send Terry material for the [API ACEC] meeting. – complete
ACTION ITEM: Bear West will place the scope of STRONGER’s interests on the agenda for the [Board] retreat. – complete
ACTION ITEM: This policy question [participation of Board members] will be placed on the retreat agenda. – complete
ACTION ITEM: Jim Carter will call Tom Richmond to suggest a meeting at the IOGCC meeting in Jackson. – complete and ongoing Carter will follow up with Tom.
4. RAPPS Document Discussion – Wilma Subra spoke with Bruce Baizel about the RAPPS document. He expressed concern about moving into BMPs too quickly. He supports STRONGER’s work to date. Lori Wrotenbery reported that the Dallas EPA meeting was well attended by both state and industry representatives. EPA discussed its proposed storm water rulemaking and alternative approaches. Alternatives included waivers and non-permitting options and permitting by rule. All of the alternatives, however, included some role for BMPs. The RAPPS document was also discussed. A concern is that BMPs may become rules. NRDC representing the environmental community confirmed that their primary interest is results, and that they are not tied to permits as long as there is a means to ensure accountability for performance. Jim Erb indicated that Jeff Smith of EPA called to request a meeting with STRONGER to discuss the draft guidelines and a possible role in the Stormwater discussions. ACTION ITEM: Jim Erb will follow up with Jeff Smith to schedule a meeting as soon as possible.  The Board then discussed the request to review the RAPPS document. The sense of the Board is that it would be a valuable exercise, but that there are concerns. Jim Erb suggested that the decision on how to respond to the request for a review be postponed until after the EPA meeting. ACTION ITEM: This discussion will be placed on the June 9th conference call agenda.  Lori Wrotenbery asked if the Board would be comfortable with Patricia Billingsley of OCC making a presentation on Stronger Stormwater Guidelines at the IPEC meeting this fall. The Board agreed with a proviso that the Board be able to review her remarks before they are given.
5. Funding Update – Jim Carter reported that the balance of available funds on May 1st was approximately $60,000. He also reported that the EPA funding is not expected until July. He asked whether the Board would be comfortable securing credit to provide resources in the interim. The Board discussed alternatives and contingencies. Terry Adamson pointed out that STRONGER has developed a “mothballing” strategy. ACTION ITEM: Bear West will follow-up with EPA and will get information on a credit line out to the Board. Bear West will distribute an action plan under the mothballing contingency.  Wilma suggested that some hill visits be scheduled, if possible, in conjunction with the EPA meeting. 
6. Current State Review Status  - Jim Carter reported on the status of current reviews:
· Ohio – Comments from the State and observers are due May 30th
· Oklahoma – Comments from the State and observers are due June 20th
· Indiana – Jim Erb reported that he had spoken with Bruce Stevens about the draft report. Jim Erb moved to approve the report for publication, Jim Collins seconded, and the report was apaproved0.
7. Future Review Status  
· Kansas – Terry Adamson reported that Morris Korphage will contact him after the Anchorage IOGCC meeting to discuss scheduling. The review remains scheduled for October, 2005, but Kansas is likely to need to re-schedule.
· New York – Due to levels of permitting activity the review has been postponed until 2006. 
· Jim Erb reported that Alabama is discussing a review in 2006 but that the industry representatives should offer assistance in encouraging the review. He also reports that Arkansas, Utah and Kentucky have volunteered for reviews in 2006, and that Colorado has scheduled its follow-up review for September, 2006. 

8. Future meetings 
June 9, conference call* - will include discussion of EPA meeting and consideration of a new public interest Board member.
July 21-22, Board retreat, Park City Utah
August 19, conference call* 

September 21, Jackson Hole IOGCC meeting 
October 13, conference call*
November 10, conference call*
December 8 & 9, New Orleans Annual Meeting 


Renaissance Arts Hotel. Thursday 1-5, Friday 8-Noon

(*All conference calls will start at 10:00 Eastern time) 

9. Other items
· The Energy Council Meeting in Dallas – Terry Adamson outlined the purposes of the meeting and noted that Wilma, Jim Collins and Lori Wrotenbery will be attending. Terry generally described the membership and operation of the Energy Council. Bear West will e-mail the meeting materials to Lori today (May 19th).
· Jim Erb reported on his report to the State Review Committee. He indicated that members had received and were reviewing the draft Guidelines. He also provided a report to the IOGCC business meeting.

· Park City, Utah Board Retreat – In light of funding considerations, Bear West will continue planning, but will not commit resources yet. Don Garvin suggested that the Board offer suggestions to Bear West. Jim Erb suggested that part of the meeting should include finalizing the Guidelines revisions. The Board agreed that the Guidelines should be first on the agenda. The Board will extend invitations to the retreat to ex-officio members.  
10. Adjournment – On motion and second, the meeting was adjourned.
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