Minutes
STRONGER

September 21, 2005
Conference Call 
1. Call to Order -   Lori Wrotenbery called the meeting to order and noted the presence of the following on the call:


Lori Wrotenbery
Jim Erb


Terry Adamson
Kathy Martin


Tom Stewart
Jim Carter


Mike Paque
Mike Nickolaus


Leslie Savage
Wilma Subra

2. Approval of September 6, 2005 Board conference call meeting minutes - Terry Adamson moved approval, Mike Nickolaus seconded, and the minutes were approved.
3. Status of Action Items from July 21 and September 6 meetings – Jim Carter reviewed the status of the action items from the two previous Board meetings. 
ACTION ITEM – Bear West will add Mr. Sandilos’ contact information to the Board roster and will send him a package of Board information. – Done
ACTION ITEM – Tom Stewart will follow up to establish a contract [with Borys, Sedar, Seymore and Pease] for assistance in STRONGER’s appropriations efforts.

ACTION ITEM - Bear West will prepare a Power Point presentation covering the Guidelines revisions, asking for State Review Committee support, and an update on state reviews. – Done

ACTION ITEM: Jim Carter will mail copies of the most recent state reports to the Snow King Resort hotel for distribution at the IOGCC meeting. – Done

ACTION ITEM – Jim Carter will follow up with Tom Richmond to determine a list of dinner invitees, and will then solicit Board member assistance in extending the invitations. - Done
4. Funding Update – Jim Carter, Tom Stewart – Jim Carter reported that the EPA grant has been finally approved, and that he expects to receive the grant award documents in the next day or two.  Jim Erb moved and Leslie Savage seconded that Jim Carter be authorized to execute the grant documents on STRONGER’s behalf. Tom Stewart reported that he has been in contact with Mr. Teague of the Washington firm. He believes that Ohio, Utah, and New Mexico are the key states for support. Terry Adamson asked what grant amount STRONGER should request. Tom believes that STRONGER should increase its request. Mike Paque indicates that it is likely that future grant appropriations will be cut 8% to 10% across the board. Lori asked whether we have done what we need to do to formalize the relationship. Tom Stewart believes we have. Jim Erb suggests that, if a larger budget is proposed, a work program should be developed that would support it. Lori agrees and suggests that a one-page description of objectives be developed for the appropriations effort. Lori suggests that a multiple-year program would be one approach. ACTION ITEM: Bear West will develop a draft 2006 work plan and alternatives for a larger and/or multiple year work program and will distribute it to the Board before the October conference call. 
5. Updates on IOGCC and State Review Committee Meetings - Lori Wrotenbery reported that the IOGCC State Review Committee voted to recommend approval of the revised Guidelines, but that the revised Guidelines were not approved at the business meeting. The Board discussed the concerns expressed which included concerns about possibly overlapping regulatory responsibilities. The Board discussed alternative courses of action with the revised Guidelines. It was suggested that the new sections be made optional as one alternative, or that some portions be dropped. Lori Wrotenbery suggested that the Board develop an alternative for discussion at the IOGCC March meeting in Washington. ACTION ITEM: Bear West will send Mike Nickolaus copy of the mark-up version of the Guidelines. Bear West will place discussion of Guidelines next steps on the Board’s December agenda.
Leslie Savage reported that the State Review Committee nominated Bob Wilson as Chairman of the Committee and Hal Fitch as the state representative to the STRONGER Board.
6. Future meetings 
October 13, conference call at 2:00 pm Central time, 3:00 pm Eastern.
November 10, conference call*
December 8 & 9 Annual Meeting, Dallas, TX – ACTION ITEMS: Jim Carter will invite Bob Sandilos and Hal Fitch to the Board’s December meeting.
(*Conference calls start at 10:00 a.m. Eastern time)
7. Other items 
State reviews

Kansas – 4th quarter of 2006.
Colorado – October, 2006.  ACTION ITEMS: Bear West will send Brian Macke copies of the Rules of Participation and the follow-up questionnaire. Brian also requested that Don Garvin and perhaps another Board member schedule a visit with the Colorado Commission. Jim Carter will contact Brian to find out the Commission’s schedule and schedule a meeting.
Nevada – ACTION ITEM: Jim Carter will send Leslie Savage a copy of the review questionnaire for Nevada. 
Kentucky – Rick Bender requested a visit from the Board in about a month

New York – Brad Field said OK, but not ready to pick a date.
Utah – ACTION ITEM: Jim Carter will call John Baza to provide information on the process.   
8. Adjournment – On motion and second, the meeting was adjourned.
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