Minutes
STRONGER

September 6, 2005
Conference Call 
1. Call to Order – Don Garvin called the meeting to order and noted the presence of the following on the call:

Tom Stewart
Jim Erb


Terry Adamson
Leslie Savage


Mike Nickolaus
Bill Hochheiser


Jim Carter
Mike Paque


Lori Wrotenbery
Mark Carl


Bonnie Robinson

2. Approval of July 21, 2005 Board meeting minutes – Leslie Savage noted several need changes in the draft minutes. With those changes, Jim Erb moved approval, Lori Wrotenbery seconded, and the minutes were approved.
3. Status of Action Items from July 21, 2005 meeting
Jim Carter reported on the status of action items from the Board’s July 21 meting. Several remain outstanding, and are carried forward below.
4. Board Member Nomination – Terry Adamson, Jim Collins, Tom Stewart. The industry members indicated that they have nominated Robert Sandilos of Chevron/Texaco to take Terry Adamson’s place on the Board at the expiration of his term in December. Don Garvin welcomed Mr. Sandilos on behalf of the Board and noted that he will attend the Board’s December meeting in Dallas. ACTION ITEM – Bear West will add Mr. Sandilos’ contact information to the Board roster and will send him a package of Board information 
5. Funding Update – Jim Carter, Tom Stewart – Tom Stewart reports that the firm of Borys, Sedar, Seymore and Pease (?) proposed to provide appropriations assistance to STRONGER for a fee capped at 10% ($30,000) of the current STRONGER appropriations request. He explained that most firms charge a flat rate, usually 10%, to assist in appropriations. Borys, Sedar will only bill STRONGER for work it performs, to a maximum of $30,000 for the 2007 appropriations effort. Tom also described the firm’s experience and expertise. Terry Adamson moved that the Board retain Borys, Sedar, Seymore and Pease to assist in appropriations efforts. Leslie Savage seconded and the Board approved. The Board directed that no federal funds be expended on appropriations efforts. Jim Carter reported that STRONGER’s accounting system is set up to track expenses separately. ACTION ITEM – Tom Stewart will follow up to establish a contract to assist in STRONGER’s appropriations efforts. 
6. Preparation for IOGCC and State Review Committee Meeting –The Board discussed preparation for the State Review Committee and general session meetings at the IOGCC Jackson meeting. ACTION ITEM - Bear West will prepare a Power Point presentation covering the Guidelines revisions, asking for State Review Committee support, and an update on state reviews. Lori Wrotenbery, Leslie Savage, Don Garvin, Jim Erb, Bill Hochheiser, Mark Carl, Tom Stewart, Terry Adamson, and Bob Sandilos will all be in attendance at the IOGCC meeting. The State Review Committee meeting is scheduled for 8:00 to 10:00 am Tuesday morning. Lori suggested that Don Garvin, Jim Erb, and Tom Stewart make the presentation. Lori asked Mark Carl whether he had heard any additional comments expressed. He indicated that he has not heard any thing specific, but some general questions about the need for the storm water provisions. ACTION ITEM: Jim Carter will mail copies of the most recent state reports to the Snow King Resort hotel for distribution at the IOGCC meeting.
The Chairman’s Stewardship award will be presented Monday morning at the general session. Tom Stewart suggested that Don Garvin and Lori Wrotenbery accept the award on behalf of the Board. Lori asked about the Sunday dinner with state program directors, and Jim Carter reported that he had not extended invitations to the program directors. Lori suggested that the Board members extend the invitations. ACTION ITEM – Jim Carter will follow up with Tom Richmond to determine a list of dinner invitees, and will then solicit Board member assistance in extending the invitations.

Don Garvin suggested that the Board meet for dinner Tuesday evening. 
7. Future meetings 
September 21, conference call (Starts at 3:30 Eastern time, 4:30 Central) 
October 13, conference call*
November 10, conference call*
December 8 & 9, Dallas Annual Meeting 

(*Conference calls start at 10:00 a.m. Eastern time) 

8. Other items – Terry Adamson indicated that the Council on Environmental Quality is interested in partnering with STRONGER in its appropriations efforts. Cameron Onley (202-456-5141) will be contacting Don Garvin to discuss how to proceed. Terry also noted that the IOGCC Compact Comments report that Kansas, New York, Utah, Colorado, and Arkansas are planning reviews in 2006.
Bill Hochheiser indicated that Jeff Jarrett has been nominated to be Assistant Secretary for Fossil Energy at DOE. He has been director of the Office of Surface Mining at DOI.
9. Adjournment – On motion and second, the meeting was adjourned.
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